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FOREWORD
by Riccardo Mei

With my "I Am The Soil" performance, I give a voice to the soil. 
But the Soil needs many voices and it is important to listen to them all. 

This is the merit of the "Soil is Life is Food is Future" round table: 
having brought together at the same table many different "actors" who in various ways
use this wealth of humanity. 

Among the participants, there were also representatives of the world of culture such as
actors and artists. That is important, because we artists are often forgotten in debates
on the soil, despite the fact that we play an essential role in the communication and
dissemination of information on the soil.

Dozens of soil meetings were and are going on, in particular in this period with the
preparation of the new European Union Soil Strategy. 
They are all extremely relevant and we acknowledge their importance, but … 
their participants are mainly experts in specific areas. 
This means seeing only one aspect of the soil problem at a time. 

On the contrary, soil is a complex body just like the human one: for its wellness, we have
to consider it in relation with the other parts of the ecosystem.  
Thus all the round table participants were "equal" and the main benefit from the event
was to listen to and understand each other. 
This happened despite disparities and there were no opponents or enemies, only people
who were able to establish a dialogue based on reciprocal respect. 

The result of this debate is impressive: a new soil paradigm valid for all participants and
understandable for people with no particular experience in soil protection. 
Each round table participant has to be considered as a partner for saving soils for future
generations. 

At the end, the highlights that emerged from the round table are a clear basis for soil
preservation valid at any level of intervention because, as the voice of the soil says: 

"We do not need you … but you do need us!" 

Riccardo Mei

Author and interpreter of the monologue:

I AM THE SOIL

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMpOHMLmjD8
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The Italian Save the Landscape Forum, managed by its partner association #lasolastrada,
organised a multi-stakeholder online round table on June 28.  
The event is included in the list of events for the "All4Climate - Italy 2021" Program, under
the aegis of the Italian Ministry of the Environment, co-organiser - with Great Britain - of
the Conference of the Parties (COP26) on Climate.

The complexity of soil involves many soil actors with different interests. 
The difficulty lies in understanding each actor's needs, and converging towards a common
vision regarding the protection of soils to halt their degradation. 
Thus, the round table aimed at creating a dialogue between different soil users to establish
common points to be addressed to the COP26. 

A representative of each of the following sectors attended the round table: 
farmers, organic farmers, builders, unions, planners, local and regional 
administrators, civil society organisations, private industry, food industry, 

researchers, artists and European and international institutions. 

A 'pristine' dialogue was possible and constructive and it allowed the emergence of a new

paradigm for preserving soils based on the following points:

a) Soil Policy is a key political issue that needs binding measures
I.      Soil policy: there is no more time to lose and we cannot be patient. 

As a valid reference also for many other countries in the world, we need an EU policy on

soil, where the equation climate justice = social justice must lead the forthcoming dialogue. 

II. Soil is a key policy issue: unfortunately, land use is not often related to soil’s

characteristics. Soil must become a key political issue, as such it must be considered

in the choices that consider comparatively the potential uses in the planning and drafting

of future regulations.

III. Binding soil measures: there is an urgent need for binding concrete measures

based on scientific data, they already exist as "voluntary" measures (FAO Voluntary

Guidelines for Sustainable Soil Management). 

Binding measures have to be used also to channel investments.

b) Decent jobs and living conditions in agriculture
Decent jobs in agriculture is a theme directly linked to sustainable soil management

as indicated by the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

It includes immigration and immigrants' integration (no slavery), decent working conditions,

gender equity, and child protection.
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c) Soil is a living laboratory
It is a whole: from biodiversity to ecosystem services. 

Soils are not all the same, they have different properties because of their different

development and hence provide different ecosystem services. 

Nevertheless, all soils must be protected and conserved through a sustainable management

taking into account their particularities and potential uses. 

The reference policies must consider these differences.

d) Stop land fragmentation and concentration
There is a need for a strong monitoring system to preserve the right to access the land

(tailored to different socio-economic situation) and to stop land speculation that displaces

the people living in the area.

e) Sustainable soil management practices 
Sustainable soil management practices have to overturn the present situation and

become the rule not the exception. 

Agroecology, biological agriculture, regenerative agriculture, organic agriculture, non-

industrial agriculture are all examples of sustainable soil management practices that can

be adopted. 

Convergence of the agricultural political agenda and of the nature and climate political

agenda is crucial to avoid inconsistencies and to prevent negative effects on soil health,

all of which must include sustainable management and protection of soils.

f) Importance of farmers 
I. Farmers are not carbon traders but food producers. 

Increasing soil organic carbon must be seen as a means to improve overall soil health

and consequently food production. 

The ultimate goal should not be the carbon market, but rewarding farmers who adopt

sustainable soil management practices aimed at improving soil health and maintaining

the provision of ecosystem services.

II. Importance of horizontal transfer of knowledge from farmers to farmers and from

farmers to civil society:  reinforcement of communication and joint work between

extension services and farmers; strengthen the transfer of knowledge from farmers to

civil society and facilitate the exchange of needs and solutions. Existing national and

international mechanisms and programmes can help achieve this goal.
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g) Importance of the stakeholders dialogue
Respecting farmers and their role is fundamental to maintaining food security and nutrition

as indicated by International Treaty (FAO Farmers' Rights).

There is the urgent need to balance the needs of all actors concerned by soils, and for

this we have to trust farmers and their associations. 

Consequently, farmers and small and medium sized farms should be considered as the

implementing actors of all actions together with other soil stakeholders.

h) Urbanising without sealing
Respect the rules for where to build as indicated by soil scientists and promote the

redevelopment of abandoned and brownfield sites. However, de-sealing is not a ‘precept’;

options for wasteland reclamation must be envisaged.

i) Education 
Education from primary school to university must include tailored courses on soil science

aiming at raising awareness of the meaning of the soil for life. 

Field visits to farms and construction areas must be included.

l) Control of food chain
Measures to avoid losses throughout the production cycle (from the field, stocking,

transport, and sale to the final consumer); improving diets (reduce animal production);

increasing local production and consumption; and maintaining decent prices for producers

are all components of correct soil conservation and sustainable management.

Complete recording

https://youtu.be/vnExBaT8PzM 

Video "I am the soil" - Riccardo Mei

https://youtu.be/kMpOHMLmjD8 

Video "Lumbricus terrestris" - Barbara Geiger"

https://youtu.be/3_dz30F7I5Y

The complete recording of the Round Table on YouTube 

and to the videos made available by the event:
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Mario Catizzone
Soil Europe Group Referent – Save the Landscape Forum – Brussels (Belgium)

Why a round table on soil?
Starting in 1990, a new concept of the soil emerged in the soil scientific community, the "soil
holistic approach". According to this approach, soil science could integrate all the
disciplines that converge towards the common aim of preserving the ecosystems.
Soil scientists came out of their isolation and acquired new visibility in the complex world
of science. But they continued not to be listened to or understood by the other stakeholders
such as planners, local authorities, professionals, builders…

The results were and are catastrophic! Only one recent figure: the present data on EU
soil conditions indicates that 60-70% of soils are unhealthy. 
Why is this, despite the renewed presence of soil scientists? Why do they continue to be
unheard, considered as Cassandras who predict only disasters? 
The principal cause is the isolation of each category dealing with the soil and the absence
of frank communication between the different soil stakeholders. 

Only a respectful dialogue allows mutual understanding and a clear synergy.
Like the water, air and biodiversity, soils do not respect administrative borders and
abstractions, but they need a wider perspective and the inputs of all people involved
with them.

In the past, hundreds of soil meetings saw the presence of different stakeholders. 
Mostly they were "invited hosts" with no real possibility to change the approach proposed
by the organisers. It was like the classic situation of "two tethered donkeys, who have
food available in two different places, who risk not eating until they discover that by
going together they can both eat abundantly."

PREFACE   
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To emerge from this impasse: the multi stakeholder round table

The complexity of the soil involves many soil actors with different interests. 
Difficulties lie in understanding each actor's needs, and then converging towards a common
vision regarding the protection of soils in order to halt their degradation. 
Starting from these assumptions, the Italian Save the Landscape Forum, managed by its
partner association #lasolastrada, decided to organise a multi-stakeholder online round
table: "Soil is Life, is Food, is Future".

The online meeting was presented, agreed and included in the list of events for the
"All4Climate - Italy 2021"  Programme, under the aegis of the Italian Ministry of the
Environment, co-organiser - with Great Britain - of the Conference of the Parties (COP26)
on Climate.

Through a wide publicity campaign and thanks to the use of social networks, flyers for
the event arrived in many different European countries, but also on other continents.
People registered mainly from EU State Members but also from Brazil, India, Vietnam,
USA, Turkey, etc. In total 245 individuals, to which were added more than 30 speakers
and staff organizers.

As planned and expected the participants come from many different economic, cultural,
industrial and social sectors. A partial analysis of these aspects, derived from an ad hoc
questionnaire, is available in the annexes. 

But what kind of dialogue and with whom?

A representative of each of the following sectors was invited to attend the round table:
farmers, organic farmers, builders, unions, planners, local and regional administrators,
civil society organisations, private industry, food industry, researchers, artists, and
European and international institutions.

The "Soil is Life is Food is Future" round table had some strict rules: 

o All invited speakers "sat" at the table with equal rights. 
o Previously to the event, they were asked to indicate or send documents

that could illustrate their position (or that of their organisation) 
concerning the subject of the soil. These documents were directly 
accessible from the specific site of the conference (the full list is 
available in the annexe). 

o They were also requested not to present any official document 
at the round table.

o They were invited to address directly only the points they considered
relevant according to their perceptions and feelings. 

o Thus, every speaker had 4 minutes (after which a sign appeared to
close the intervention) to explain what they consider the main 
problem(s) and the related solution(s) to preserve soils for the future.

o From listening each other it was possible to understand the positions
of everyone. 
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This approach allowed us to create a better human atmosphere and the conditions for
the second round of interventions in which to identify specific recommendations to be
addressed to the COP26.

A third section was reserved for the collection of impressions from a limited number of
people representing culture, youth organizations, and civil society.

The challenge was to merge the maximum inputs of different stakeholders within a
maximum of three hours. 
Being aware that it is not possible to maintain concentration on a debate for 180 minutes,
specific "breaks" were planned and introduced:

- two videos (of 5 minutes each) separated the first and second hour of the meeting,

- several slides (on average one for each two speakers) were shown, to refocus attention
within the same hour. These interruptions helped all participants, both speakers and
public to relax and recharge.  

- at the end of each round, the "public" was asked to participate by asking questions or
providing inputs. Due to the time limits, questions and inputs were admitted only through
the chatline and addressed to the speakers via the moderator. 

We provide these details in order to allow understanding that a real dialogue requires
duly calibrated mechanisms to facilitate mutual comprehension and real openness.

Carrying out a virtual seminar on a topic such as the soil is neither simple nor "attractive",
but the round table was certainly a valid experience for everyone. 
Commonly agreed analysis, achievable goals and clear synergies emerged from people
coming face to face (virtually) with each other with the common purpose of safeguarding
the soil for the future and for the next generations. 
Thus, the main results of the event are the common highlights that emerged from the
round table (see the previous Highlights chapters) and, even more important, having
demonstrated that communicating between different soil actors is viable and constructive. 

Despite all the difficulties, this valid new approach - based on dialogue and equal dignity
of all different soil actors - has to be, of course, constantly nourished, maintained, adapted
and implemented at all planning levels from local/territorial to the highest national,
European and global ones.
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A - Introduction

B - Soil problems and solutions

C - Recommendations for COP26

D - Emerging convergences

E - Comments by speakers and by the floor participants

F - Closing remarks

Round Table Programme

Video I AM THE SOIL

Video LUMBRICUS TERRESTRIS
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Maurizia Punginelli
President of  #lasolastrada non-profit association, Varese (Italy)
member of Save the Landscape Forum

Hi everyone,
I am Maurizia Punginelli President of the Italian #lasolastrada Association. 
It is a real pleasure for me to welcome you and open the work of this important round
table: "Soil is life, is food, and is the future".
#lasolastrada Association, born just one year ago, is committed to ecology issues and is
a member of the Save the Landscape Forum. 
The Forum and my Association are the organizers of this multi-stakeholder round table,
whose aim is to identify an agreed way to preserve soil for present and future generations.

Can people representing different points of view find a common synthesis to be sent as
a concrete contribution to the COP26?
This is the challenge that we face all together today.

I pass the floor to Andrea Vettori, Officer of DG Environment of the European Commission.

Andrea Vettori 
European Commission - DG Environment
Deputy Head of Unit - Natural Capital - Land Use and Management – Brussels (Belgium)

"A NEW SOIL POLICY FRAMEWORK"

Thank you and thanks to the organisers for this roundtable and this event. 
It is very timely because 2021 is a year where a number of policy proposals and policy
developments related to soil will take place. 

Therefore, it is important to discuss them and move this very important topic forward.
Furthermore, it is very important for stakeholder involvement. 
As you know, the consultation on the Soil Strategy was open for 12 weeks this spring. 
I will mention something on its results a little bit later.

I will illustrate with a few slides the state of play providing the framework of the new policy
that the European Commission is proposing. 

A - INTRODUCTION   
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There are a number of these pillars that are relevant for the soil: 

the issue of protecting nature, where soil is a very important element of ecosystems; 

the Farm to Fork strategy, in which soil plays a fundamental role; 

and in the Commission's zero pollution ambition, where the impact of soil pollution is
severe both for the environment and for human health. 

Last but not least, soil is a key component of the climate policy and in particular of the

new climate ambition of -55% of GHG by 2030 and climate neutrality by 2050.

I believe that all of you know, directly or indirectly, about the Green Deal for EU, proposed
by the Commission just ten days after taking office. 
It contains a number of different pillars or "leaves" which are relevant for the soil, as we

can see in this infographic. 
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This second slide indicates the timeline of the main European strategies that are relevant
to the soil. In addition to the Biodiversity and Farm to Fork strategies that were adopted
at the same time in May 2020, let me mention the renovation wave, which is important in
term of soil sealing and the possibility of reducing the impact of construction on the soil. 

There is also the chemical strategy for sustainability, which is also very important for
reducing the risk of pollution and the accumulation of contaminants into soil; the new
climate adaptation strategy in which healthy soil ecosystems are crucial to allow the soil
to absorb water in case of storms and floods, and also in case of droughts, as healthy
soils are able to accumulate water for crops and biodiversity in general. 

The Commission also proposed an ambitious organic farming action plan, of great
importance for the sustainability of EU farming, which aims to mobilise all the different
elements of the organic farming value chain – including the consumption side – to achieve
by 2030 the target of 25% of EU agricultural land to be farmed in accordance with organic
farming principles.

In May 2021, the Commission adopted the Zero Pollution Action Plan for air, water and
soil, which has a number of provisions relevant for soil pollution and decontamination of
polluted sites.  
And on 14th July the big package for 14 legislative measures that will update all EU
legislation related to climate policy to make it fit for the new ambition at EU level. 

Of course, land use will be very important for that. 
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Third slide. 
As I said, the EU Biodiversity Strategy placed great stress on the importance of soil,
dedicating a chapter to it. It highlights the importance of soil both for biodiversity protection
and for climate change, through the accumulation of organic matter but also as a resource
for farming production and food security. It contains some elements related to soil pollution
and an important plan related to nature restoration that also involves soil ecosystems.

Fourth slide. 
"Next steps": a new soil thematic strategy for Europe to be presented next autumn. 
It should become the soil policy framework and provide an overview of all the different
elements related to the very complex ecosystem that is the soil (and that affects many
different policy areas). The strategy has to bring all these elements together. 
At the same time, the strategy should become an Action Plan with concrete actions to

be carried out at EU level but also by Member States and regional and local actors.
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As already mentioned, the European Commission has presented a Zero Pollution 
Action Plan and in the slide you will find the link for more detailed information on it.

Two other elements related to soil are present in the Biodiversity Strategy:  
a) the strategy for the sustainable built environment, which relates to

soil as the basis for buildings (topic on which the Commission will
continue to work in the coming years); 

b) there is a Mission on soil health and food for research in the Horizon
Europe programme that should be able to mobilise significant funds
for the development of solutions to restore soil health and functions.

Fifth slide. 
In addition to the Biodiversity Strategy, there is a commitment this year to present a
proposal for legally binding nature restoration targets, and in particular to restore degraded
ecosystems with the highest potential to capture and store carbon, and to prevent or reduce
the impact of natural disasters. This is part of the whole approach to nature restoration
to increase the resilience of the EU. 

As part of the impact assessment of this legal proposal, there will be an assessment of
the possibility of a wide methodology to map, assess and achieve good conditions of
ecosystems, so that they could deliver benefits such as climate regulation, water regulation,
soil health, and pollination. 

Finally as part of the 55% package, the new Land Use Land Change and Forestry regulation
(LULUCF) describes the accounting system for emissions from land use to achieve the
climate targets.
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This shows real interest by citizens in this topic. 
In the past few years, we also held a number of soil conferences and regular discussions
with Member States authorities in EU expert groups on soil protection.
The adoption of the new soil strategy is expected for October 2021, in the slide you can
see the link where you can follow the developments on this policy initiative. 
Thanks to the mobilisation of many stakeholders for the public consultation, half the replies
we received were from individual citizens. Italy was the country that provided most replies,
followed by Germany and then France and Belgium, the countries in which civil society
was more effectively mobilised for this soil consultation.
Here is the link to our web pages
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/index_en.htm
where you can find are up to date information on the developments of EU soil policy.
We will also publish here the different steps of the public consultation when they become
available and the strategy, with press releases and all the related material.

I will end these introductory remarks here. Thank you very much.

Sixth slide. 
New EU soil strategy.
Probably some of you participated in
the public consultation over the past
few months. The roadmap was
published in autumn 2020, remained
open for feedback for 4 weeks and
we received 228 repl ies f rom
individual citizens, stakeholders and
public authorities. 
A wider public consultation with a
questionnaire was opened for 12
weeks and closed at the end of April,
with almost 1700 replies.

Dorelia Simona Lipsa
Member of #lasolastrada non-profit association – Varese (Italy)

Hello everyone. 
A  warm welcome to all of you from me too. 
My purpose now is to share with you few ground rules so that the event runs smoothly.
There are around 250 people registered for this round table, so:

- For the speakers: Please keep your microphone muted 
when you are not invited to speak;

- For all participants, whenever you want to ask questions or raise comments 
or give inputs, you are kindly invited to write them in the chat and they will be 
channeled to the round table. Please state the name of the speaker to whom
you are addressing the question.

Now, I will pass the floor to our moderator, Edward Robinson, Founder and Editor at

“Economy, Land and Climate Insight”.
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B - ROUND TABLE

First Round

SOIL PROBLEMS 
AND SOLUTIONS
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go on!

Moderator Edward Robinson
Founder and Editor - Economy, Land and Climate Insight – London (United Kingdom)
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What do you consider as a mayor soil problem and
what could be its solution?

Evelin Jürgenson
PhD, Associate Professor at Estonian Tartu University of Life Sciences - Tartu (Estonia)

I will start off this round table by speaking to you about land tenure. 
As you know already, soil is a limited and non-renewable resource and also the land is
similarly a limited resource: the land area is finite and there is competition for land use. 
It's known that over 500 square kilometers of agriculture natural land is converted into
artificial areas every year in the European Union and the change in land use has an
influence. So when we talk about soil protection it is clearly essential to talk about the
land as well as the soil. Land use influences the soil in several ways. 

As my time is limited, I would like to reflect on two aspects: 
The first is land consumption or land take. 
If we look at the concept of land consumption then that comes from the sustainable
development goals, while land take comes from European Union documents. 
Their meanings are slightly different, however they both involve changes in land use
where mainly agricultural land, forests and other natural land are being covered by
artificial areas. 

Land consumption and land take mostly bring about soil sealing which reduces valuable
soils. Land take puts pressure on agricultural land, which is essential from the food
security and also other security perspectives. 
In its roadmap to a resource efficient Europe, the EU has indicated its aim to achieve no
net land take by 2050. Is it possible to achieve this aim? 

According to the result of one project named “SURFACE”, the challenge is: how to tackle
the issue of land take, and how is it possible to measure and monitor land take if the
concept is confusing or absent in several European countries? 
In this case monitoring and activity cannot be targeted correctly if it’s not very well
understood what land take is, for example.

The second aspect that I would like to reflect on is land use by agricultural producers.
How they use the land and soil for production is decisive.
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Following my specialty, I would like to bring out the structure of agricultural land use and
users that are again multi-featured. 
Fragmented land use, if we are talking in a geographical sense, can be a problem for the
agricultural producer and it is not practical if they need to travel from plot to plot. 

On the other hand, intensive land use may not be the best solution either. 
The concentration of agricultural land use or ownership frequently accompanies this
process. Land concentration can take different forms: one is that land use is concentrated
in one large area that is not good for biodiversity; another is that land use or ownership
is concentrated on a small number of people. 

The last one can cause problems for the environment and the soil, such as growing
monocultures or overcropping; however, there are related problems such as rural
development. Of course, the best thing is to find balance between fragmentation and
concentration.

I would like to conclude by saying that there is a need for a well-balanced long-term plan
for land use in Europe that considers climate change objectives for the European Green
Deal, sustainable development, and soil protection. 
Also, while land use and land policies matter for the individual member states, still the
framework for achieving the common aim should exist. 
Thank you for listening to my ideas.

Natalia Rodriguez Eugenio
Member of the Global Soil Partnership Secretariat - FAO, Land and Water Officer
Rome (Italy)

Thank you so much for inviting me to this meeting and good evening to everyone and to
all the participants.

Well, as we know the main problem with our soils is that they have long been considered
as a productive system only, capable of supporting any intervention, unlimited and
unalterable on a human time scale.

Improved knowledge of the state of our soils, and a better understanding of their functions
and the ecosystem services they provide, has led to a paradigm shift in the way soils are
understood and are now considered as a living and fragile ecosystem. 

But problems persist. 
Overexploitation of soils, monocultures and intensive agriculture, and the use of soils for
the deposit of highly toxic substances, to name just some, have led and continue to lead
to a rapid degradation of this essential resource. 
It is estimated that one third of our soils show a medium or high degree of degradation,
and this trend continues. We must therefore focus our actions on preventing further

degradation and restoring degraded soils. 
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Sustainable soil management, in line with the principles of the Revised World Soil Charter
and the Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil Management, including many of the
practices we will hear about today such as agroecology, conservation agriculture,
regenerative agriculture, etc, provide an enabling policy and implementation framework
to address the multiple processes and causes of soil degradation. 

Through Sustainable Soil Management, we can restore the health of our soils to ensure
food security, resilience and climate change mitigation and the conservation of unique
ecosystems and biodiversity essential for our survival and well-being.
Nevertheless, we cannot protect and conserve what we do not know, right? 

That is one of the biggest problems of our soils. 
Because they are not easily visible, they are often forgotten or unknown. 
Therefore, improving knowledge, awareness and education about soil at all levels is the
first step in order to ensure healthy soils for everyone. 
We need to improve basic and applied soil research. 

Soils can offer many solutions to some of the most pressing environmental and social
challenges of our time. It is also important to develop monitoring systems at national,
regional and global levels based on concrete indicators that allow us to determine reliably
changes in soils following certain interventions. 

Finally, we must invest heavily in strengthening policy and awareness raising. 
Soil Observatories that include all stakeholders and also involve citizen science are great
mechanisms to both improve soil data and information for informed decision making and
for raising awareness. 
Combining new technologies such as remote sensing with physical data collection will
improve the state of knowledge, identify priority areas for intervention, and improve the
knowledge transfer chain from science to policy and land users. 

But improved knowledge, effective design of solutions, an enabling political and
socio-economic environment, and ultimately effective implementation of sustainable
soil management can only be achieved if there are platforms for dialogue that include
and give voice to all stakeholders, such as this event we are attending today, that joins
academia, policy makers, the private sector, farmers and civil society. 

And this is the role of international organizations and what the Global Soil Partnership
aims to be, an open space for communication and exchange; with the benefit of being
part of the United Nations and bringing together representatives of the governments of
194 countries and allowing access to this forum also to other stakeholder who otherwise
could not be heard in such a political arena. And together we can be a game changer. 
These are my ideas for today and I am really looking forward to further discussion.

Thank you.
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Eleonora Evi
Member of the European Parliament - Greens/EFA - Committee on Environment, Health

and Food Safety & Committee on Petitions - Brussels (Belgium)

Thank you so much for the kind invitation, it's a pleasure to be here, to participate in this
timely event. It’s timely for all the reasons the commission has already explained, but
I would like to start with a good message, a positive message, which is that the European
Parliament has clearly called for a binding call on soil. 

In a recent resolution on soil protection adopted on 22nd April, as well as in the EU
biodiversity strategy for 2030 that was adopted on 9th June, the Parliament made it very
clear: we need the legislative framework to protect the soil and address all the main soil
threats, including loss of biodiversity organic matter, contamination, salinization,
acidification, desertification, erosion and soil sealing. Soil biodiversity is under increasing
pressure and soil is a common resource; we cannot contemplate addressing this crucial
resource without any EU framework and EU legal framework. 

We need common definitions, clear targets, and a monitoring system, and I would like to
recall that the cost of inaction on soil degradation in the union exceeded 50 billion per
year. The common agricultural policy, which accounts for a third of the EU budget, could
have been a powerful tool to move away from the current intensive agricultural practices
such as synthetic fertilizers and pesticide application, monocropping and intensive livestock
farming, which degrade the soil over time and cause a cascade of problems, which need
even further man-made inputs.

We could have used these resources to enable the transition of the agricultural sector
towards a sustainable and regenerative agriculture that seeks to improve soil health and
its capacity to sequester carbon and store water. 
Instead, unfortunately, on Friday last week, the European Parliament, the Council and
the Commission, struck an agreement on the CAP reform post 2022, which confirms
basically the status quo, meaning that until 2027 the EU will continue financing with public
money industrial agricultural practices which further endanger soil. 

I don't want to go into the details of the agreement and all the parts related to soil, but
basically, the eco schemes that were there are not enough to protect soils, the space for
nature that was a part of the green deal and the 10 percent target for nature in agricultural
land is not present and just a small amount of arable land - 4 percent - will be devoted to
non-productive areas. 
So we didn't make a good agreement on the CAP for soil and the increased deterioration
of our soils is evident. Member states cannot keep making loud environmental declarations
without a real and strong commitment to protect soil.

I call on the European Commission, represented today to this panel, to propose an
ambitious law to protect our soil with the full support of the European Parliament. 
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The commission announced for this year a revision of the thematic strategy for soil
protection, but it is not enough: we need a law on soil, so I would like to invite the
Commission to really follow up on the European Parliament's request and draw up a
legislative proposal to protect our soil. 

And what would I like to see in this proposal? 
First of all stop soil sealing, keep the priority to recycle abandoned sites over the use of
unsealed soil, stop using soil, and encourage the redevelopment and reuse of existing
buildings. We need clear targets for the restoration of soils, we need to use construction
and drainage techniques in order to allow as many soil functions as possible to be
preserved and we need ambitious material recovery targets for construction and
demolition waste as well as for excavated soil. 
We need to ban intensive agriculture and support bio agricultural practices and organic
agriculture, fight against agricultural intensification and the use of pesticides, which are
causing soil contamination by pesticide residues: this all means fighting for our soils. 

And last, just to conclude, promote plant-based diets that have a huge potential to
drastically improve soil health and land use. 
Researchers suggest that if everyone shifted to a plant-based diet we would reduce the
global land use for agriculture by 75 percent and this large reduction of agricultural land
use would be possible thanks to the reduction of land use for grazing and of course a
smaller amount of land used to grow crops. Thank you.
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Miklòs-Attila Szűcs-Boruss
President of Ecoruralis, member of European Coordination Via Campesina 

the European Farmers and farm workers organisation - Cluj -Napoca (Romania)

Thank you very much. 
I hope you can hear me well. You pronounced the name almost correctly.
I would like to follow the uplifting speech that Mrs. Evi has delivered by feeding into it with
our discussion. 

Our focus is much more on putting the questions of “where are the roots of our resilience?”,
“what does soil stand on?”, and “what is that important parallel discussion that has to be
had?” when we want to save our soils. And then there is the right to land, and the right to
land goes in parallel with conservation of soils. 
We need to look at those people who practice agroecology, who safeguard the soil and
who produce food while safeguarding soil for the next generation. 

I just wanted to return to the land issues that have a major social, environmental and
economic impact across Europe. As probably many of us know, 3% of Europe’s farmers
are, basically, controlling 50% of European farmland. 
That is a land concentration on an extreme level. 

What is happening on this land is industrialisation, strong use of pesticides, strong
depletion of the soil nutrients and a decrease in biodiversity too. 
Everything that is happening on those soils, which we are talking about today, needs to
be remediated. So, as one of the key underlying factors in this wider agricultural debate,
land policy is critical for understanding and shaping the future of European farming. 
The European Green Deal and the Farm to Fork strategy have been particularly mentioned.

So we need to pay attention to access to land, and the right to land plays a key role in
employment and also in the vitality of rural areas and of the soil. 

If we want to solve the issues of the soil then we need to support those who are farming
and conserving soil, like myself: I’m a young agroecological peasant farmer from Romania
and I’m basically digging in the dirt and in the soil every day, looking at it and observing
it. So, it’s important to involve these actors in all these debates. 

Nevertheless despite these evident synergies with the climate and social goals of the EU,
ensuring access to land for small scale farming and other communities and minority
groups is often overlooked. 

For example, little has been done to crack down on speculative land acquisitions, in order
to stop land concentration and land grabbing. 
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There is a lot of land grabbing and through my experience as a farmer and a land activist,
from Eastern Europe, I have often witnessed how large multinational investment funds
(also non-farming institutions and banks) are buying up a lot of land, leasing it out to big
industrial players and it’s just a kind of speculation that has to stop. 
And for this, alongside the soil strategy, Europe needs a land strategy.  

Right now Europe says that land is of national competence.
Well, indirectly the European Commission and the European Union in general influence
land use because of the CAP and because of the way the subsidies are given: the more
you own the more you get. So this needs to change and I’m sorry to say that it does not
reflect the common discussion on the CAP. 

Also we need to face the fact that there is an aging farming population, so what will
happen to the land that the farming population coming out of farming is leaving behind?
Who are the next generation of farmers? 

It’s very important to now put the focus on agroecology especially from our consideration
of peasant agroecology, family farmers that produce on small scale plots, diversified and
using biodiversity, using the natural resources of our territories.

I would just like to end and bring up one very important element: what is soil and what is
land. Well, for us land is not just a mere commodity or an asset that is to be shared and
then be dealt with. It’s a common resource, it’s a living territory, it’s a natural landscape. 
This needs to be acknowledged on a European level. 

We have a deep and abiding relationship with the land and we build care and appreciation
and we consider that we hold land in trust. And we, as Europeans, hold land in trust for
future generations. We are stewards of the land. 

My final and very important point that I want to make is that there’s a lot of discussion on
how to use soil as a sink for carbon. 
Well, ladies and gentlemen, the soil and the land are not a sink, it’s not an asset. 

As I said, they are a living territory that we all need to take care of. 
So, while we have a lot of discussion about carbon trading, let’s not involve the soil in
that discussion. Soil is not for carbon-trading, soil is for producing food in such a way
that we preserve those sources for future generations. 

And I would like to end with that and I’m very much looking forward for the debate.
Thank you
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Eric Gall
Deputy Director chez IFOAM Organics Europe – Brussels (Belgium)

Good evening and thank you for your invitation.
I represent the IFOAM Organics Europe, the umbrella organization for organic farmers
across the European Union. 
As you know, organic farming is very much about healthy soils, that's one of the funding
principles of organic farming, so it's no coincidence that our members in the United
Kingdom are called The Soil Association. Organic farming was very much born from the
awareness that the new modern industrial practices were actually destroying soils and
all natural resources as well. 

It's very good news that the European Parliament has called for European legislation to
protect soils because, as Andrea Vettori knows very well, as long as 15 years ago the
Commission presented a directive to protect soils and this was refused by member states;
the main opposition was from Germany and its friends.

We know that member states are extremely reluctant to let the European Union influence
their land management powers. 
But we do already have policies that give the state a huge influence over soils, some of
which have already been mentioned.

Of course, we have a Common Agricultural Policy and the organic movement very much
shares the disappointment some of you have expressed and the disappointment of civil
society at the the low ambition of the deal that was reached last week between the
Parliament and the Council; in particular, we would like to see much stronger links
between the CAP and the Green Deal and the Farm to Fork and Biodiversity strategies.

But once again the story is not over, because as you know with this new CAP member
states will have to design CAP strategic plans which will have to be approved by the
European Commission next year. So, we are very much counting on the European
Commission to maintain the level of ambition, to ensure that the CAP will contribute to
reaching the Biodiversity strategy and the Farm to Fork target, and we very much hope
that DG Environment and environmental authorities in member states will be fully involved
in the design of these strategic plans as well.

Then, we have the climate policy as well. Andrea talked about the feed for 25% of
agricultural land and 55% of GHG packages, but the Commission is also working on the
carbon farming initiative which is to be presented before the end of this year. 
In principle, it could be a very good thing because it draws attention to the need to have
more carbon in soils. Why not?
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But here as well, there is a risk if this is not done right then we will further incentivize
even more industrial farming in the name of the fight against climate change. 
You know, if we only measure the greenhouse gas emissions per litre of milk, for example,
or if we allow in the name of carbon farming support and money to be channelled towards
practices that are destructive of our environment, that will be a problem. 
If we fund conservation farming with the use of glyphosate in the name of carbon farming,
that would be wrong.

Regenerative agriculture, I'm fully aware, is a new buzzword, but it's not legally defined.
If a baseline is agroecology principles and organic farming with no use of synthetic
fertilizer and no use of synthetic pesticides, then fine. 
But if it's a form of greenwashing that would be a reason for concern as well.

So, I think my key point is that we have to make sure that policies that can contribute,
that agriculture is part of a solution to climate change from the get-go, fully taking into
account the need to protect biodiversity from the start.

We should not work in silos and hopefully the Commission will not work in silos, with DG
Agri on the CAP, DG Environment on biodiversity and DG Climate on carbon farming.
We have to make sure that with all these new initiatives we really incentivize agricultural
practices that have benefits for biodiversity, because if you protect biodiversity you will
have benefits for the climate, for mitigation but also for adapting to the impacts of climate
change, which are already there; but the reverse is not true.

It's very important that this carbon initiative really only incentivizes practices based on
agroecological principles as they were defined by the FAO, and as organic farming
implements on the field as well. So, there is still a lot to do and there are opportunities to
make sure that we stop destructive agricultural practices and that we make sure that EU
policies do the right thing in supporting agroecology. 

If I have one minute left, I learned today that the great Charles Darwin actually published
a book on earthworms more than one century ago. 
It was his last book before he died, where he drew attention to the importance of living
soils; and it's quite striking that over a century after he published such a book, in the
1970s during the so-called green revolution, the dream of many agronomists was actually
to get rid of living things in soil so that they would have a substrate where they could
control all the components and use synthetic products as well.

It's really time that we move away from this vision and that we indeed realize that we
need living soils for producing food and for humankind as well. 

Thank you.
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Florence Jeantet 
Managing director of One Planet Business for Biodiversity – World Business Council 

on Sustainable Development – Amsterdam (Nederland)

I would like to thank the organizer for shedding light on this very important topic of soil,
soil ownership we heard about, soil use, protection and regeneration. 
So the discussion today takes a very important and interesting approach as it brings
together different sectors and users of the soil.

We have heard a lot and I will continue by talking about the agriculture sector, the built
environment sector, and the mining sector. 
Each of these groups has an immense impact on soil and this is why this conversation is
timely and very important as well. 

Agriculture and the food system alone both have a massive impact on our soils: 
if we look at WWF, you will find out that agriculture accounts for around 50% of the land
degradation of today. 

We need to acknowledge the fact that the current system has brought a clear abundance
of products to consumers; has considerably improved food security for many; but
unfortunately, this came and comes at a very high cost, especially with a growing population
and more need for food. It has led to over exploitation, overuse of pesticides and fertilizers
in certain areas, and has consequently resulted in a “broken food system”, at least the
way it is built today. 

So, in OP2B, One Planet Business for Biodiversity, our company's members have decided
to move forward and address this challenge. 
This company, plus other 25  companies and plus other big companies, are convinced
that agriculture can contribute to better use of the soil and being agrocentric realized that
the current model needs to be amended and shifted. 
And a shift to what? 

A shift to regenerative agriculture, where the practices that are used are leveraging the
power of the plants to regenerate the soil: this can bring solutions for climate, people,
biodiversity and farmers as well; to bring back the farmers to the core of what we are
doing, so as this coalition OP2B, we are working together with partners to achieve this
transformation and we are very motivated about it. 

The challenge we are facing is actually to scale up regenerative agriculture. 
We talk about it and there should not be any excuse that “regenerative agriculture is not
defined”: it has actually been known for some time, and there is more and more scientific
evidence to support it. 

I encourage all of you to read the latest reports, which have been published quite recently,
called “Biodiversity and agriculture”, where it’s clearly stated that regenerative agriculture,
agroecology, is solution for the future and not a solution for the past. 
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The challenge to scale it is about funding locally adapted solutions. Why? 
Because by definition it is moving away from the highly concentrated, harmonized,
homogenized system that we have, and finding what is climatically, geophysically and,
of course, agronomically relevant. And this has required a lot of changes in the system
and by definition none of the actors are welcoming it, without understanding why this
system changed, and what is ahead of us.
The main challenge is also transforming consumer habits, because it’s nice to be really
willing to change, but without creating the demand and reconciling the farmers with
the demand it is not going to work. We need to do that as well, and the industry cannot
do it alone, we need to change policy frameworks. 

It’s extremely important, and I think we have been discussing the CAP reforms enough
this evening, to realize that we need alignment in the framework, to enable every part of
the chain to work it out; and this will not happen without us reallocating subsidies, there is no
magic money. 
We all know that there is a massive amount of subsidies - OCDE has been published about
it - including in Europe that support toxic destruction of the soil and we’ve heard about
that, I think, as well as the destruction of biodiversity, and we need to stop that. 
So, this is what I wanted to say: help us to scale up regenerative agriculture, it is good
for biodiversity, for the climate and also a solution for people and farmers. 
And this is the time for us to act, because changing the soil and recovering, restoring

and regenerating our soil will take years. Thank you.

Paul Cartuyvels
President European Construction Technology Platform – Brussels (Belgium)

Good evening everybody. So, apparently all the people I heard so far are the good guys.
So, I represent the construction industry.

I really love that challenge because I'm an agronomist by background, so at least you
know that even though I'm working for the construction sector when I speak about how
important the soil is, how important biodiversity is, I feel it from my heart also. 
Before working for the private sector when I was much younger, I worked for the
Commission in the Parliament and even FAO so I was really super interested in all the
things I heard so far from the other speakers. Basically, what I wanted to say is that this
year is an important year for soils. So many things are happening, so we have to play it
right all together, it's really important.

My work in Brussels is really to represent construction in innovation within the Horizon
Europe programme and also in the Smart Cities activities of the Commission. 
I try my best to make sure we integrate all those sustainability principles.
Listening to all the comments, I wanted to add something to what Andrea Vettori said on
so many texts about soils. We should also mention the regulation on sustainable
investment, the framework for sustainable investment, which is also called the taxonomy,
because there you realize that when they talk about the impact on biodiversity, especially
for buildings, they also mention what are you going to do on soils. 
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So, even in that regulation which is still being discussed as regards its more delegated
acts, it is very complicated, soils are also there as a very important element.

What is important to see also is that the construction sector is part of the problem and
then part of the solution. We are not waiting for regulation. Basically, we do work a lot on
urbanizing without sealing, so trying to find solutions to manage water, but not only water.

We think that the surface area in the city is very important for temperature control for the
comfort of people in the city. 
This goes alongside organic management, with plant management and all those elements.
So, this is important and not only not sealing the soil but we also work on doing local storage
of water. So, when there is major rainfall we adapt by storing water in some unusual
places underground before throwing it to all the parts where it's supposed to go and the
rivers don't burst their banks, that is really important.
We are already working on those solutions, it is really important.

I have an anecdote also for you which is a bit different, to show you the importance of
soil management, something that happened to us in France. 
We were supposed to develop an apartment building in the South of France and the
regulators said you cannot seal more than that percentage of the surface of the land. 
So we said okay, fine, we'll do it but we'll build a bit higher to have the same number of
apartments. Then they said no no no, you have to have a limited number of floors, that's
also in the regulation. 
We said okay, so, we will build less apartments, and the consequence of all those
regulations is that there are less apartments that are more expensive.
The point is that we never thought about having regulations that in the end make it more
expensive for people to buy apartments, so you sometimes have to think about the
unexpected.

Something else that I don't think I heard here before. Let us not think only about Europe,
because what Europe does is then copied or influences what happens in other countries. 
And I would like to speak about Africa here, because urbanization is going to be massive

in those developing countries and continents, and it's going to be wild.

The problem of soil sealing is going to be so much harder than in Europe. 
I'm glad the FAO is represented here because I worked in Africa in the 90s for FAO, and
I think that the regulations that Europe is setting up have to be as excellent as possible
so that they can be transferred to other places.

I can tell you from context I had, that if the EIB pushes the same rules in Africa as it does
in Europe, we're going to have some problems, because it's really very complex, the
regulatory environment is really complex at the moment.
So, let's think about really efficient regulations that can be easily applied also outside of
Europe, because this is really important for the whole planet and for soils all over
the planet. Otherwise we will have no influence and it's going to be uncontrolled
urbanization everywhere.
Finally let's speak about schools. I think we also need to educate at the school level. 
It's really important that this reality of soils gets a bit exciting from the earliest stages. 

I think I will finish here so as not to go on too long. 
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Matilde Casa 
Mayor of Lauriano (Turin), agronomist and farmer – Lauriano (Italy)

Hello everybody and thank you very much for this invitation. 
I am very happy to come immediately after the previous speaker. 
He introduced the subject that I was focusing on and which I should like to speak more
about: land consumption. I want to concentrate my speech on it and tell you my story
about land consumption, which is the reason why I am here.

My story and my life are closely connected to soil. 
As the moderator said, I am an agronomist and my professional work has a lot to do with
soil. However, the reason why soil became an important part of my life during a certain
period has nothing to do with my job and my studies but with my public office. 

For the past 10 years, I have been the mayor of a small village in the north of Italy.
In 2013, the town council of my village approved a new zoning plan where the building
areas were reduced. I did that because first as an agronomist, of course, I know the
importance of soil, and second as a mayor, I knew that we do not need any more
buildings, because one third of the houses in my town are empty. Furthermore, everybody
knows that over-building is one of the main causes of hydrological disaster. 

Very soon I discovered two things:
1) It was the first case in Italy of a zoning plan reducing building areas; all the other plans
increased or at least maintained the same percentage of building areas; 
2) and sadly the second thing was that the owner of one of those areas made an official

complaint that was followed by a criminal trial.
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Fortunately, as you can see I am here to tell you the story, and not in jail for not paying
the more than 100,000 euros, which was asked for as compensation during the two year
trial. I have to acknowledge that what happened - after a while - was for me very gratifying. 

I mean that my story came to national attention, and in 2016 I won the national
Environmentalist of the Year Award. In the same year, I wrote a book on this story with
Paolo Pileri, a professor of from the Politecnico of Milan and one of the biggest Italian
experts in soil and its preservation. 
The book tells the whole story and became a case study, as I already told you.

However, the most important thing was that I discovered that my decision - which I thought
the best and the right choice - was not regarded as "normal" in many countries. 
I understood that we were and are so far from acting in the right direction to stop land
consumption. From the whole of my story, I understood that the right and necessary action
has to come first from politics at all levels, from the European and national parliaments,
to the small town council of a tiny village. 

As I said, I was gratified by becoming a "case", though of course not to be involved in a
trial. Nevertheless, sadly over these years I did not see many changes that would make
me feel less lonely in my choices than I felt in the past. 
For this reason, round tables like this one and the work of all the people involved to save

the soil are even more important. Thank you very much. 

Arnd Spahn 
Political Secretary Agriculture sector, European Federation of Trade Unions in the Food,
Agriculture and Tourism – Brussels (Belgium)

Many thanks to the Member of the European Parliament, Mrs Evi. 
She has presented Parliament's action, which we fully support, very well. 
Parliament's resolution really is a treasure trove of information, of strategies, of ideas on
how to improve the situation on the ground in Europe. 

I will focus today on issues of depopulation, rural areas, future families, social relations
and agriculture in rural areas, acceptable jobs, decent work, land use, desertification,
water resources and water use in Europe, and biodiversity.  
These are the problems we discuss in our groups, which bring together workers in
agriculture, food processing and so on. 

People need solutions, not just the soil. The soil can of course exist without people, but
people cannot exist without soil. So our central issue is access to soil. 
My colleague from the ECDC said: 'the right to land'. 
That is an old slogan, but the situation is that agricultural use of soil is limited. 
We are using land in agriculture, and in the process farms are growing and people are
leaving these rural areas. We have many regions in Europe from which people are
migrating, and that is our biggest problem. So access to land is our crucial point in the
fight against poverty, hunger and lack of social participation. 
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Local and regional institutions need a framework to prioritise and implement their own
goals, and therefore the mayor from Italy is the best example of how to proceed.

We need local and cooperative banks to set up their own funds for regional development.
And we have good examples in Europe. 
We need land banks that can set priorities and give loans to new owners. 

We need to discuss the social clause that affects those who do not use their land for 5
years or more. We need to offer it for sale to the community, the municipality, at a unit
price for houses and land. 
Land use management should be developed through community frameworks where people
come together to discuss what kind of agriculture they want to develop in their area. 
This is an absolutely crucial point. Europe must act. 

Parliament is on the move, and we obviously need an end to soil degradation and soil
erosion. We need a strategy to combat desertification, especially in the south, and we
need specific planning to preserve the biological functions of the soil and social communities. 

A comprehensive and overarching policy must be developed for this, and then this must
also be done in other areas, for example in the European Green Deal, the Farm to Fork
strategy and the integration of social conditionality into European agricultural policy. 
What was achieved here last Friday is an example that it is possible to win. 

These highlights should also be reflected in the positions of the Parliament and the
European Economic and Social Committee. 
Organisations dealing with sustainable development in areas with negative population
development have been discussing these and many other highlights for years.

In many European countries there are cooperative and community-based approaches.
Especially in mountainous areas, the number of actors is very high. But desertification,
water scarcity and land grabbing are advancing. 
More and more young people can no longer afford to live at home, they are forced to
move to the cities. This is our situation in Europe in 2021. 

Among many other issues, access to land for the local population, combined with pressure
to use the land, is the prerequisite for a lasting, sustainable economy. And this, in
conjunction with education, with support for young farmers and with the promotion of
decent work, is what we want to have in the Common Agricultural Policy in the future. 

We are sure that this will make it possible to achieve a better level of support for the soil

and for people's economic activities. Thank you very much.
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Sarah Singla
Farmer and agronomist, founder of HUM'S and member of APAD (Association for the

Promotion of Sustainable Agriculture) - Etormay (France)

Thank you for the invitation.
I am very pleased to be here today. I am a farmer in France and we have been practising
conservation agriculture on my farm since 1980, which means we have not ploughed for
40 years now. So, I want to tell you the very good news that today society wants us to
produce food, wants us to keep biodiversity to clean the air, to clean the water and to
mitigate global warming, and today we know how to do that. Because actually with
conservation agriculture we know how to produce food while protecting the environment. 
We do both of these things and today we do not have to put food production and protection
of the environment in opposition.
So in my mind, when we were talking about soil degradation, the problem is not a pesticide
problem. It is mostly an erosion problem, and if we have erosion it's due to intensive tillage:
what we see all around the world is that each time we till the soil we have, even with
minimum tillage we create deserts. 

If you go to the South of France at the moment, we have some farmers who have to quit
farming because they cannot produce any more.
If you go to Egypt, Iran, Iraq, today it's desert where in the past, it was the fertile valley,
it was Mesopotamia. So, if we want to have good sustainable soil management what we
need is to focus on results and not to focus on means, because if we look at means in
the end we don't produce anything, and what we need today is, well I'm a farmer, so 
I need the tools to continue having good soil.
When I talk about the tools I need fertilizer, because if I have fertilizer, the more biomass
I will produce, the more organic matter I will leave in the ground and the more soil I will
leave for future generations.
What we also need in conservation agriculture is glyphosate. 
I know you will disagree with me, but just keep in mind that today if we have restored the
soil's fertility it's thanks to glyphosate. Because in my fields what I see is that the soil
stays in the field and does not go into the water, it does not go away, what we see with
erosion, with intensive tillage is that the soil goes away. 

We need to involve farmers, because we often talk about involving civil society but we
need farmers at the table, like today, and when you make laws you need to involve
farmers' associations and to support these associations. 
We have an association in France called APAD, we  also have an international network
called the GCAN, which stands for Global Conservation Agricultural network: this is a
network with many farmers from South Africa, South America, USA, Australia, France.
What we see with this network is that we can help ourselves, because the best transfer
we have is when farmers talk to other farmers.

So my message today would be: Please let us have the tools to be farmers and to improve
soil fertility, because if we do sustainable intensification, the more food I will be able to
produce on my land, the more natural land I will be able to leave for wildlife.
The other message is that we already know how to produce and protect, and we just

want you to trust farmers. Thank you very much.
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Eleonora Bonifacio
PhD, Professor University of Turin - Department of Agricultural, Forestry 
and Food Sciences and vice-president of Italian Society of Pedology -Turin (Italy)

Good evening everyone. 
Thank you for inviting me as a soil scientist to this round table.

The first think I would like to say is that, it clearly appears that soil has one main problem:
it provides too many ecosystem services but what I am not sure has emerged till now,
apart from in the last speech, is that very often these ecosystem services compete with
each other and this also occurs naturally. 

For example, in forest soils or in natural or semi-natural environments, the provision of
nutrients for plant growth competes with the soil’s carbon sequestration capacity. 
So, in natural or semi-natural systems, sooner or later an equilibrium is reached. 

Obviously, the situation is much more complicated due to anthropic disturbances
because, for example as we all know, and we've just heard about that, soil also supports
infrastructure. But when it is used for supporting infrastructure then it will lose the ability
to provide other ecosystem services.
I think that it’s a question of analyzing costs and benefits and setting priorities. 
Soil research can help in giving the instruments for a correct analysis and for taking
informed decisions. How this can be done?

I think that there is one thing that has not been said till now. 
I will start from the title of this round table, which is very nice but something is missing
from the title: the soil also lives. I do not mean that soil organisms live, I mean the soil
itself lives: it is born, it develops and it dies.

We cannot expect a baby or an old person to have the same capacity to provide services
as grown-up people who are in the middle of their lives. It is the same with the soil: not
all soils have the same capacity to provide ecosystem services and they do not all provide
the same ecosystem services. 

There is huge variability and I want to stress that this variability is not random. 
It is actually predictable, at least to a certain extent. 
If we look at this scale, a very broad scale, we can see that the best soils, with the highest
capacity of providing a large range of ecosystem services, are in temperate climates,
such as in Europe. 

Therefore, Europe has a huge responsibility towards soils because it must keep its soils
alive and for sure, it must use its soils at the best of their capacity, and protect them.
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Evi Eleonora
Well, I would like to say that I completely share the recommendations I heard so far,
especially on the monitoring system for soil. 

We really need something that works effectively; we cannot run the risk that false solutions
will be implemented and the reference here is to carbon farming that might be a great
opportunity for the climate but could, if not properly implemented, risk becoming just a
greenwashing operation. 

We need to reduce dramatically the use of chemical pesticides. 
This is also important. But I would like to say that we, at the European Union, don’t really
set a good example. I am referring here to the recently adopted climate law. 
Namely, we commit to bringing the European Union to become a net zero emission
continent by 2050, but the 2030 target isn’t in line with the global commitment of the Paris
agreement and, most importantly, is not in line with keeping the temperature increase
under 1.5 degrees. Why? 

Because the cut of 55% emissions is not enough; the science was very clear on that,
asking for a reduction of 65% of greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. 
The European Parliament has asked for a 60% cut, but in the end, the agreement has
been signed and refers to a 55% reduction target, which is not even an absolute target,
because it includes the absorptions of natural sinks, soils and forests bringing, in the end,
the absolute reduction to merely a 52.8% emissions reduction by 2030. 
It is simply not enough. 

We, as Greens, voted against this law and this is a sort of wake-up call and a strong pressure
on the European Commission in order to do their work properly on the 2030 package.
We are waiting for this in a couple of weeks and we really need to be consistent and
coherent and I hope it will be the case. 

As my final word I would like to mention that the reason why we have failed so far in our
international commitments, in particular in combating desertification and in restoring
degraded land and soil and achieving a land degradation neutral world by 2030, is that
we did not have any binding measures. 

Voluntary measures have been proven to have failed and we need binding measures
globally and at EU level. Thank you.

Question from participants

The focus on soil and policy should be included in all EU initiatives,
but how could be possible if at EU level there are already defined
plans. In other words, what kind of action the EU institutions
could do now?

Questions /Answers at the end of 1st Round
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Paul Cartuyvels
I already gave a little answer to that actually, just by saying that it's not true that we only
build on new land. We also do build or rebuild on already used land or poor degraded
land, especially when it's been filled with toxic products. 

I mentioned that sometimes it's even worse because we've sometimes had sites that are
former military sites and you dig and there are explosives there. 
So it's quite complicated. 

We do a bit of everything, and for the moment of course there is a strong tendency to
regenerate old industrial sites and therefore redevelop land that has already been used.
We do that quite a lot. 

Also, the important thing is that it's not the construction company that decides, you know,
we do the construction but it's the owners and the local authorities who decide what is
happening. So we are not the policy makers and the decision makers, but what we can do
as a construction company is to provide the best solutions. 

So if a tender is well written and if the tender is written to say okay, you're going to build
on this land but you have to respect some sustainability rules, then construction
companies have to come forward with good solutions. That is important: we need to bring

in our experience and positive solutions for sustainability.

Question from participants

Why are constructors building on soils that are already built on,
when it's evident there is no need for new apartments?

Edward Robinson
"Till now we listened to the voice of the people that use the soil, 

but what about the voice of the Soil?". 
Here it is in the 5 minutes video performed by Riccardo Mei

Video – “I am the Soil” by Riccardo Mei

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMpOHMLmjD8
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Having the possibility to address a specific message to COP 26,
what will be your main recommendation? 

Evelin Jurgenson 
Previously I presented two aspects: land take and the structure of agricultural land use
and ownership. Both aspects need data that can be obtained through monitoring.
We need to know what the changes in land use are and we need to evaluate whether the
changes are positive or undesirable. 

If the changes move in the direction that is undesirable then it’s possible to respond to the
changes, for example, by changing the land policy or rules or whatever we need. 
If there is a need to compare data between countries then the collected data should be
the same and be collected using the same methods. Understanding the phenomenon of
land take can be different from the way it was previously presented: some countries
have this concept of land take in legislation while others do not. 
This means that we cannot get comparable information for all European countries. 

It is possible to find many different definitions of something like land take in scientific and
policy literature; for example, the article about the land consumption and land take shows
that it’s possible to find as many as thirty definitions. 
For example, there is a certain definition of land take, 5 definitions of soil sealing, 4 for
artificialization and also several relating to land consumption. This is how land take is
monitored in the European Union, however the method used is limited. 

The land take indicator is currently calculated using the CORIN Land Cover. 
However, there is a minimum mapping unit for area is 25 hectares and the minimum width
for linear measurements is 100 meters. 
This leads to the exclusion of most linear transport infrastructure from the European land
take assessment and may result in an underestimation of total land take. For example, if
there is scattered sprawl then many smaller developments across the landscape are not
covered by this assessment. Of course, this data is better than no data at all. 

However, we need to take the next step forward. Maybe it’s possible to find a more precise
method for all European member states. And if land take is still monitored, then if we
talk about agricultural land from the perspective of land use and ownership structures
it’s not possible to get a similar structural overview for all European countries. Information
about land fragmentation and concentration is not monitored and is not available. 

There is only some research that deals with this issue. 
The changes of the structure in the use of ownership is an essential input as well. 
So it’s very important to get these kinds of information as an input for the policy and rules
that we want to make, for deciding where we want to go or what our aims are. 

This is my suggestion. Thank you.
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Natalia Rodriguez Eugenio
Thank you very much.
Following Evelyn's suggestion, I will also insist on the need to have monitoring systems
for soil health as a formulation or suggestion for COP26. 
Because I have seen that the COP is addressing important points such as mitigation,
adaptation, financing and collaboration for climate change. Knowing that carbon markets
are being discussed at European level and in other EU agencies, it is important that we
understand that soil carbon is essential. 

We need to enhance and conserve the content of soil organic carbon but we also need
to ensure that - as other panelists have also mentioned - all the other ecosystem services
are maintained and all the other soil properties are conserved and not affected by any
initiative that promotes enhancing soil organic carbon. 

This is what we are trying to do, for example, with soil data that include indicators on soils
health, not only on soil organic carbon, and with the promotion of practices that increase
soil organic carbon at the same time that they enhance and protect soil biodiversity and
reduce the inputs of agrochemicals.

Therefore, when promoting carbon farming, it is very important that we keep in mind that
it has to be sustainable and it must in no way affect soil health. 
This is my recommendation for COP26: investing is great but we really need to think
about how and where this investment has to go; to be sure that soil health will be

promoted and maintained. Thank you very much.

Eleonora Evi
So, what kind of action can be taken at the moment in terms of policies?  As we were
saying before, this is an important year for soil where the European Commission is coming
forward with the revision of the dramatic strategy on soil, but this piece of legislation is
not “per se” a piece of binding legislation (it cannot contain binding proposals). 
However, in its Resolutions, the European Parliament (the only institution directly elected
by European citizens) clearly called on the Commission for a binding and legal framework
to protect soil. 

Hopefully, and this is the pressure that I’m trying to put here on the European Commission:
do not be shy about proposing this kind of legally binding proposal and law on soil,
because we all know that in the past there has already been a proposal for a directive on
soil that failed because of resistance from different member states. But we are in the middle
of a climate crisis, we are in the middle of a biodiversity and pollution crisis. 

We need bold actions and that’s why I really once again stress that the European
Commission should carry on with the proposal on a specific binding law on soil that will
have binding targets and provisions to protect it. 

And I hope it will be done this year.
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Miklòs-Attila Szűcs-Boruss
I think one recommendation is that Mr. Soil would not be very happy about being washed
down with glyphosate and that I heard from his speech. 
So that is something that we need to take into consideration:  rather than intensifying farming
and the stress on soil we need to reduce that stress on the soil, and while doing that we
need to look at who are those famers that are cutting down the stress on soil by default
and by practising agriculture also safeguarding the environment and contributing to
the alleviation of the climate crises. 
So just to give a number,  39% of the European land area accounts for farmland. 

So, if this is the case why is that farmers and agriculture do not play a leading role in
restoration issues globally, and why not bet on those who are farming and contributing
to climate alleviation at the same time? 
I am referring here to the hundreds of millions of small family farmers that are still
predominant in shaping our food system and producing food for the planet while
safeguarding our natural resources. So it’s essential, I think to invite these people, to hear
their voices, to hear their proposals. 

It’s crucial to recognize the role of farmers and to allow agriculture to play its role also in
nature and soil conservation, and to encourage non-industrial and organic peasant far-
ming and agroecology we were hearing about. Why do we talk so much about reinventing
the wheel when it comes to farming practices? 
We heard here regenerative agriculture, carbon farming, while the obvious answer is in
front of us: it has already been practised for a long time, but it’s being destroyed. So why
not stop that destruction and reverse the process. I think that it is important to ackno-

wledge this when we come to climate discussions. 

Also, we need to take care, as we’re talking about carbon indeed, and, of course, let’s
not trade and deal with carbon when it comes to soil and land. 
Carbon offsetting and carbon trading mechanisms should not be included; this is a strong
recommendation that is coming from small farmers. 
Let’s not transform ourselves into traders of carbon, we are food producers! 

Lastly, I would like to say that the concept of soil goes, as I said, hand in hand with the
concept of tenure, land; they are international tools that have to be, as was previously
said, obligatory rather than voluntary. 
First of all, we have the United Nations tenure guidelines that must be acknowledged and
implemented on a global level - Europe is lagging on a lot; and lastly there is the United
Nations declaration on the right of peasants which was just adopted and it’s important
also because it has articles that were adopted in the United Nations also regarding the
alleviation of climate crises and the role of farmers, especially peasant farmers in them.

Thanks a lot.
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Eric Gall
I will rely on the input from my colleagues from IFOAM Organics International, but first 
I must say when I had the chance to participate myself in UNFCCC negotiations almost 10
years ago now, the topic of agriculture was the highly contentious issues between the
so-called developed countries versus the developing countries, because many countries
from the south have a high share of their emissions in the agriculture sector, not because
they produce a lot of emissions but simply because they have less emissions from
industry or from the transport sector.

So, they were quite, let's say, sceptical about attempts by the US, Canada, or sometimes
the EU, to call for actions in agriculture focused on mitigation. 
Because indeed one of the key challenges for farmers all around the world is already
adaptation, because they're already feeling the dramatic impacts of climate change. 

So, I think one of the key points for attention as always is to prevent the work of UNFCCC
from promoting false solutions, like concepts such as climate-smart agriculture, which
have been proven to be funded by the fertilizer industry, for example. 
As the representative from ECVC said, we have solutions already that agroecology delivers
on the ground, both in terms of sometimes reducing emissions but also in making
agricultural systems more resilient, and this should really be the priority when the parties
to the CAP talk about agriculture.

So there is a challenge specifically for the next COP about adaptation, because it's
important that the discussions move forward on the operationalization of a global goal on
adaptation. There is an adaptation committee which has a mandate and this work should
move forward. 

Finance is important as well. 
It's important that the COP26 makes a clear demonstration that the 100 billion USD which
was promised to support countries will be delivered, because there are once again big
challenges in terms of adaptation specifically for the agriculture sector in countries with
high difficulties. There is a joint work on agriculture the Koronivia process. I won't talk any
longer about that, but it's very important that it promotes agroecological approaches.

Maybe one last word as well: it's time that we talk in the UNFCCC about the need to
reduce the consumption and production of animal products. 
As you know, eighty percent of agricultural land at the global level is used either for animal
production or for production of animal feed which, as was said before, is largely
responsible for deforestation as well.

So, the "less meat and better meat" approach is important also in the context of which
programmes are going to be funded in terms of adaptation and the contribution
specifically of agriculture to mitigation as well.
These are unprecedented times and it's very important to make progress on this front
also at the COP26, to really make sure that we implement the Paris Agreement on the

ground. Thank you.
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Florence Jeantet
Thank you very much indeed. When it comes to agriculture, we need to look at the figures.
There's no other way than to tackle the way we farm today. 

Agriculture represents today between 20 and 30 percent of emissions, so we have to tackle
that. So, I’m really aligned with what has been said so far and see agriculture being
considered as a solution to save the nature and restore soil health. 

I would like to emphasize the message that has been given previously on the necessity
to better measure and map soil health data. In this case it would be very very important
to measure progress and we need those data. 

I would like, indeed, to come back to the fact that one of the solutions is to move to
agroecology and to move to regenerative agriculture being at the crossroads of climate
and biodiversity. Regenerative agriculture is about protecting and enhancing biodiversity,
improving and preserving the carbon and the water retention in the soil by leveraging the
power of the plant, it's about decreasing the usage of pesticides and fertilizers and
supporting farmers' livelihoods. 

What do we need from COP26? Again, considering that the reconciliation of agriculture
is part of the solution; if there is one word it is convergence. 

Why convergence?  

First, because we need the agenda of nature and the agenda of climate to be together.
They are two issues that we need to tackle in one go. 

In order for companies, especially the companies that are “agriculture centric”, to be able
to move forward, we need policies and measures regarding nature and climate to work
in synergy and in an integrated way. 
If that’s not the case, it becomes too complex and we may go in one direction which is
positive for the climate, and in another on biodiversity, and we will miss completely the
point, which is by focusing our energies and working together to really get back to one
single agenda, to get back to the 1.5 degree target. 

Secondly, why do we need convergence as well, and where is it in the policies and in the
unified frameworks when we come to international trade? 
Because there will be conflict in competition if there is leakage in the activity between
more and less ambitious countries, and this should be avoided. 

We will have more ambitious countries which are producing, eventually, in nature positive
ways and this will be coming with a higher cost with, potentially, higher prices if we are
not able to reallocate the subsidies and we won’t be able to compete with cheaper
products coming from less ambitious markets. 

So, this has the potential to be a major issue, a major factor in stopping this fast transition
into nature-positive practices and regeneration and stopping what we are all supporting
and trying to operate, which is scale regenerative agriculture. 

That’s what we need. Thank you.
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Paul Cartuyvels
What I would like to say for COP26, is first of all, with things happening now it might be
virtual; you maybe already have your ticket but I don't know what's going to happen. 
So, my first word would be: field visits. 

I do believe that we need to bring decisionmakers more into the field to see things and
touch things. So if ever the meetings are not taking place as planned, I would like to also
do my part of this on the construction site. Let's make sure we bring people to touch
reality, both for the agricultural part and the buildings and infrastructure part.
So, field visits are really important. I've done that all my life both in Africa for agriculture
and now for the buildings with ECTP, for instance also in Strasbourg.

My second point is about population density. I just want to mention the term. 
It is important to keep in mind variations in population density from one country to another.
So it's good to harmonize regulations, but it's difficult for me to think that Belgium and
Finland have to deal with it in the same way. That's important.
Demography is important also. You have very different situations from one country to
another in Europe or for Cop26 the whole world. 
So you have Africa of course, I was telling you before about developing countries: some
things are easy to do in a place with a stable population and low demographic growth, and
not easy in a place where the population is growing madly. 
So let's be careful not to push decisions that are really absurd.

My last point would be on all the things I heard about agriculture.
Let's make COP26 vegan. Let's give a push to all the people who go there to go vegan.
Let's try it out, because everybody's talking about saving things, what about trying it for
a few days: go vegan or at least, except for local products of animal origin, I mean really
local, nothing industrial.
Let's put some pressure on that, because I think to live it, to experience it is the best way
to understand how things go. So, let's have a vegan COP26 just to try it out.

I heard some nice sentiments earlier, and there is one that sounds a bit like one I heard
before, which is apparently from a native American chief who said: we do not inherit the
land from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children.
I think this is a great sentiment. It was apparently said 200 years ago. 
I think that is a good summary of the state of mind which we should all be in.
That's all from me and thank you very much and I hope I can get in touch. 
A lot of people asked me for contact details so I'll be happy to contact you later on. 
Thank you.
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Matilde Casa
Well I have two short recommendations, very short because as you know, I am one of
the last to take the floor. It is better to be brief when you are at the end. 

After listening to all the things that everybody has said, I have to say that probably two
things are the most important for me. Someone said that everything comes from policy
and from political decisions. I think, hope and recommend that policy will become braver!
Braver, because we are talking about very serious problems and consequently it is
important that, in future, the decisions and choices that are made will be in the right
direction. This has to happen very, very soon. 

The other recommendation comes from my experience. When I was involved in this trial,
many people wrote to me saying that I was doing the right thing. 
The people that wrote to me were from all around Italy, and all kinds of people, not just
farmers but builders too. What I mean  is that we just cannot go on without talking to each
other, like enemies. 
I mean, there are people who use the soil and we have to work together, farmers - of
course, not all type of farmers but farmers that take care of the soil - and even builders,
because we know that they do what policy allows them to do. 
So what I think is important is that we have to find a way to balance the different interests
and needs and policy - I repeat - has to show the way. 

I know it is not easy, but it is the only way to go. If were not able to do this, than we will
just continue the fight between the economy, policy and the safeguarding of the soil. 
If these three things go in three different directions, I think that everybody will lose. 
Therefore my recommendation is to find a common way for all three.

Thank you very much. 

Arnd Spahn
COP26 - As trade unions in agriculture, we focus on how we can develop sustainable
agriculture. This is part of our plan to develop decent work in agriculture. 
We believe that future agricultural production in Europe can only be sustainable. 
That means, for example, we talk about glyphosate, we campaign for an end to the use
of glyphosate, and that will be a major issue in Glasgow at COP26. 

Then we talk about education, we talk about integration of people in rural areas, we talk
about integration of migrant workers into the local population, we talk about protection of
people, information and advice for people who are not so familiar with the conditions on
the ground, and in the end I am sure it will be possible to develop a discussion among
the different stakeholders to really organise a wide range of activities to develop
sustainable work in agriculture. 

I am sure that in the end our ideas to protect the soil, the workers, the consumers and
the people will lead to a positive result, not against the people, but with the people, with
the communities, with the regional institutions, to develop a sustainable agriculture that
will give Europe a future, that will give good ideas for the people and a better protection

of the environment. That is what we are trying to do in Glasgow. Thank you very much
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Sarah Singla
Hello and thank you.
So my recommendation would be that we need to create policies for farmers and with
farmers. All around the world, we saw that when we do that it works.
Then as has been said, I think we need to bring scientists and civil society into the fields,
onto the farms, because we do not farm in cities and in buildings. We farm in the fields.
So if people come to the fields they will see what we are doing today. Then I would say
also that we do not need to reinvent the wheel with new expressions and new words,
because it brings a lot of confusion in the type of agriculture we want to do.

Then as regards animals, I think we need animals, just because we need to graze the
hillsides, we also need animals because they help us to build up the organic matter
content in the soil, because animals create organic fertilizer. 
So this is another way to build soils. Then, once again, I would ask people to focus on
results and not on the means. So we need to protect biodiversity to produce food.
We need to do sustainable intensification because the more we produce, the less
deforestation we will see all around the world. Then, one more time, we need to support
farmers' associations, because the best way to scale up conservation agriculture is when

we transfer knowledge from farmer to farmer.

Eleonora Bonifacio
I have three recommendations and three requests.
The first is that the sustainable use of soil is possible, but it needs to take into account
soil diversity, and it has to acknowledge that soil threats are not the same everywhere,
as well as that the ecosystem services that soil can provide are not the same everywhere. 
Also, those actions that are involved in the mitigation of climate change.

The second one is to keep in mind that trying to restore soil function is much more difficult
from the technical point of view than avoiding destroying it. And the third is to keep in
mind always that if we lose one hectare of soil in a temperate climate then we need a
compensation that can only be provided by 10 hectares in other parts of the world. 
So people living in temperate climate have a very great responsibility in this. 

What we have to ask for to be able to do that is a common legislative framework at the
European level at least, and at the national level. We need a monitoring system, because
without monitoring what’s going on we do not have facts, we do not know if indeed our
solutions work. The third thing we need, I think, is more education on soils, from primary
school through university: scientific education on soils. Thank you.
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Question from participants for all speakers

Finding a good balance between enough food production and
sustainable use of soil seems the key element. Can we produce
enough food without needing more land or importing from
countries that do use intensive farming?

Eric Gall
I will give it a try.
You know, I think the debate is not whether we need organic farming or more sustainable
intensification or, you know, land sparing versus land sharing, because in the end 80
percent of the land is used for the production of animals or animal feed.

I once heard a French environment minister say: if you reduce global consumption of
animal products by 10 percent at the global level, you can feed one billion more people.
So I think this should clearly be a priority, and it's not a matter of which farming systems

you go to. I will stop here and leave the floor to other speakers.

Questions /Answers at the end of second Round

Florence Jeantet
I will build on what has just been said but from a different angle. 
We need to realise that currently, we are wasting 30% alias 1/3 of the food we are produce.
Either it is lost in the fields or goes to the bin but actually never reach the consumers. 
It is lost at different places, depending on the producing countries. 
That either is at the beginning of the supply chain in the fields, in emerging markets or
wasted in the fridge or in the shops when it comes to our countries. 
We can already today feed much more people than we do. 
Whatever solution we consider, we will have to take into account the reduction of waste. 

This is imperative to get back into the planet boundaries.

Miklòs-Attila Szűcs-Boruss
I would also just to feed in from our perspective as small farmers. 
Well, the problem is also food distribution. 
While there is lot of food being thrown away there’s also the paradox that, for example in
my area, I’m surrounded by milk farmers while in the supermarkets the shelves are full
of milk from, I don’t want to name the country, but from thousands and thousands of
kilometres away. And in my area over the last 5 years statistically 3 family farmers have
quit farming every hour. 

It’s a huge statistic, it says a lot about food production, food distribution and food waste.
While they were throwing away their milk in the ditches or giving it to the pigs, there were
lot of agri-industrial multinational players that were profiting a lot because of this. 
And the prices are even lower. So we need to ensure decent prices for farmers, we need
to ensure that we are not over subsidizing a certain kind of production method and we’re
having a fair labour in the countryside and in that way we can ensure that the food
distribution is more local and more fair, as some people have also been saying here.

Thank you.
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Sarah Singla
I would agree with Attila. 
It is more question of food distribution but we still need to produce food. 
Just for the reason of climate change, food security is frightened at the moment.  
We saw it in France where we have many areas in floods and droughts. This means that
the food we were able to produce in the past, we have a problem producing it today. 
Moreover, we see this situation in Africa and in other countries. In nature, we always have
some waste. Thus at the moment, it is natural to have a waste at the end of the food

system, but it is more a question of food distribution than the question of food production.

Edward Robinson:
The name of this round table initiates with Soil is Life, 

let see what does it means in reality:

Video - Lumbricus Terrestris – Barbara Geiger

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_dz30F7I5Y

54



D - ROUND TABLE

EMERGING 
CONVERGENCES                 

Comparative analysis by external commentators

55



56



Eduard Mueller
Co-chair of Roadmapping National - Scale Regeneration Working Group and Founder and
rector of the University for International Cooperation - San José (Costa Rica)

Regretfully, due to difficulties in connecting via Internet and despite all tentative to join the

round table, Mr Eduard Mueller was not able to be present at the event.

Martina Comparelli
Friday For Future – Italian Spokesperson – Milan (Italy)

Hi everyone. Thank you for having me here. As Fridays for Future we're really proud to see
so many people from different contexts just come together to talk about something so
important and so often disregarded as soil. And, listening to your speeches, I wrote down
some keywords, and since I don't have much time, I will go through them and I will give my
comments just because I think it's the easiest way. 

The first thing that I heard is the importance of farmers. Everything that we need to do, where
the soil is concerned, is obviously connected to what the farmers do. 
Climate justice, which is one of the most important points of our whole movement, means
using the kind of power that our countries, and the most privileged people have, to make
the transition to a cleaner and better world a fair one. And this has to go through listening to
farmers first of all. 
Somebody says "for farmers, with farmers". And, for example, this part was missing during
the CAP trials on which we campaigned so much. When we talk about agriculture it's not
only about productivity, it's not only about soil degradation, it's also about what is right for
the people who work on the land and who actually give us food and know how the land is
made and know how our food is brought on the table. So, first of all we need to make sure
that our policies and our lives have a big motto, which is "fairness to farmers". 

And, secondly, I think that it's pretty clear that the role of science here mustn't be
underplayed. It's very important, as with the climate crisis and fossil fuels, to listen to what
scientists have to say and the solutions they propose. Most of the solutions aren't even
that technological or needing to be invented; most of the solutions are already there: 
we need to cut out some pesticides; we need to keep our soil healthy, because it's not
only about us and our food, it's also because the future generations will have no soil, no
good and productive soil to live on if we keep going like this.

And thirdly I think that it's pretty evident that all of us, or rather most of us, are really keen
on having more binding regulations. And this is what we expect from the European
Union from the COP 26. And I would say that we should expect this from the COP 15 on
biodiversity that will take place in China this year too. 
It's very important that we stop just making suggestions and agreements without any
system of recourse. The people must be able to hold our leaders accountable for what
they're doing to our planet, or for what they won't do to save our future.
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And it's not only about the new generation, climate justice and social justice is also about
the most affected people, the ones who are already suffering the consequences of the
climate crisis. And what we do to our soil here has impacts all over the world; on the lives
and the livelihoods of those people who are already living through the worst consequences
of the climate crisis. And it's not only about climate, of course, it's also about biodiversity,
and that's why we need to talk and think about COP 15, we need to keep our eyes on
COP 15 too. Finally I would like to go through something that I think has been a little bit
missing from this conversation and I hope this can be a suggestion for further discussion
and sharing among us. 

I think that the problem of accountability of our leaders, and not only our leaders, should
be discussed more. There's been a severe lack of transparency about the counts from
the European council when the trial for the CAP was held. 
As activists, we think that we should be considered as stakeholders, and farmers should
be considered as stakeholders; whereas it has been evident that a lot of lobbyists have
been considered, but not us. 
And I think that we should start looking deeply, and with a very strict eye at the lobbies of
the agricultural world that often damage other farmers who are trying to do things the
right way. We always talk about the fossil fuel lobbies. 
We should start looking at the agricultural lobby, such as Copa-Cogeca, and try to see
how the big farming industry is kicking a lot of small and medium farmers out of the market.
And the consequences for the physical and mental health of these farmers are horrible. 

And finally I would like to underline the problems of greenwashing and the placing of guilt
on individuals. It's of course true that a vegan diet would be very important as a global
change. I myself am a vegan, but I think it's not really fair to blame individuals for the
difficulties and the fact that so many animal products are still sold. The fact that we have
so many animal products is because we produce so much and they cost less, and people
can't really afford a vegan diet when most of our fields are dedicated to the production of
feed or animal products. 
So I think that the change should be systemic as in everything. 
Of course I encourage people to move to a vegan diet, but this doesn't depend on us.
This depends on a collective effort to change the system we live in, to change the way
we conceive ourselves and our relations with the soil. 
Because it's not about us being on the soil, it's about us being part of a system, of the
earth system. And we need to be aware of the fact that even if we're all in this together,
some people are getting away with what they're doing. 

And we mustn't let them. Thank you.
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Hannes Lorenzen
President ARC 2020, Agriculture and Rural Convention – Brussels (Belgium)

I have been in the machine of the European Parliament for over 30 years and my first
key word is time in politics. We need time but also persistence.
Eric mentioned earlier that 15 years ago the Commission tried to launch a soil directive,
which ended in nothing because member states were opposing it. 

They feared that value of soil on the markets could drop with information about increasing
erosion or pollution. Now we see and hear many strategies that seem again to be lost in
space and time like the Green Deal. The Green Deal was adopted when the CAP reform
was done. Too little, too late. The pressure to change policies with regard to climate
change is of course very high, but it seems that the time needed to put it into legislative
work is enormous. And the patience we need in politics, and making politics, is enormous. 
But we cannot be patient with the challenges we are facing. 
Fridays for Future and Martina are very clear on that.

There is no time to wait another 10 years to get anything meaningful in European legislation
that has an impact on the soil. So from that rather pessimistic view of making politics and
getting things into legally binding protection of the soil, I think there is a problem of
separation and isolation, not only between the silo thinking of General Directories, but
also - and we've heard that today - between farmers and consumers. Therefore the video
was very good, getting personally in touch with the soil in the sense that "I am the soil". 
That is education communicating soil into our lives. 

I'll give you an example: when I moved into our house here in Brussels, there was a slope,
which was called a garden. And nothing would have happened in that garden, no place
to cultivate or sit.  So we built eight terraces, creating fertile soils over 15 years now. 
I would say our garden is a living creature nurturing vegetables, fruit trees and a lot of
flowers. We produce our own seeds which we exchange with neighbours.

That took time - like working on soil politics. In a sense that is also a reference to Paul,
who spoke before, conceptualizing and  constructing houses which include gardens,
I mean it's an exception that I live on a hill, but it means you think in terms of how does
a living soil relate to the building I live in. 

So I think the integration of gardening in the cities in construction planning is extremely
important, because in that way people get in touch with the soil and with nature. 
That was very important in the video: getting in touch with the soil is understanding the
meaning of building on soil and understanding the meaning of caring for soil and being
dependent on soil for the food we need. So I think the two videos in that sense were
extremely good. 
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Another thing I would like to mention, which came to my mind: I mean thinking of organic
farming and the goal of getting 25% of organic by 2030 as the Commission is suggesting
in the Green Deal, is a great idea. But there is still the notion that organic farming is the
exception and not the rule of dealing with soils. 

The rule of dealing with soil still is conventional farming. I think we have to reverse it,
I think the rule for farming should be a respectful and sustainable way of dealing with it. 
Then the whole legislation is reversed, because then conventional farming has to adapt
within a certain time to the rule of regenerative and organic farming and resilient food
production. Let us not discuss that in detail. I think that is the perspective that needs to
be applied in European soil politics. There's too much silo thinking in all the conversations,
in all the ways we are talking to each other, and I agree farmers should have support
through more networking, more exchange of good practices. 

The same is needed for the conversations we are having between us on the future of
soil, especially when we look at COP 26. The new CAP reform does not take this
challenge into account sufficiently. It does not integrate the strategic suggestions around
the green deal, it does not integrate the EU vision for rural Europe 2040, and it does not
integrate the biodiversity strategy. It is up to the member states to integrate these. 
A sad step towards renationalisation.

Okay, let us be optimistic, like Eric, and say: let us push that the member states take it
on in the coming years.  In addition, I think on the strategic plans we really have to be
pushing the Commission to keep a meaningful common framework, so that member states
cannot just evade it in all directions by saying: well in our case it is not really needed.

So in that sense I think this conference was extremely rich, it shows the extremely wide
range of things we have to keep in mind in order to really make progress, it needs to
move from this silo thinking and isolation of the different sectors to come to a conclusion
which is creating immediate action. 
We have to be creative, we have to take examples from the places where people live, be
it on their farms or in rural areas, in their city gardens or allotments. 
Arnd was completely right: we have a situation in farming which in some places depends
on cheap sometimes slavery work of migrant workers, - on the other hand we have
speculation with land that takes it out of the hands of the people. 

Attila was completely right too; that soil is a common good to be taken care of with
respect. And all participants were right that action is needed now. 15 years it took to get
a directive, which then was buried and another nice strategy is certainly not enough.

Thank you.
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Barbara Geiger
Actress, responsible for concept, research and writing of the scientifically based plays 
Frollein Brehm's Life of Animals (Lumbricus terrestris - The Earthworm) Berlin (Germany)

Hello everyone. Thank you very much for having me here. 
Thank you very much for sharing all these wonderful thoughts with us and thank you for
pulling the wagon to get soil off the ground! I'm an actress and when I started working on
soil or not on soil but on earthworms - because I'm dealing with animals obviously - it felt
like I am telling the story of "The Emperor's New Clothes". 
The soil is the most precious thing we have. And the things we put in our mouths: food it
is the most precious thing we have, feeding ourselves is the most intimate thing we do,
and yet the two things, soil and food are not connected.
And so, with the play, the play is actually about an hour long, I reach out to the souls of
a wider audience. I've been asked by the U.N. to perform, but I also do exactly the same
shows with schoolchildren and when I speak of the "King of the Animals", the kids go:
What? you don't mean the lion? I say no, not the lion. It's the earthworm and then it
becomes clear: What can you eat without the work of earthworms that make the soil?
Then it clicks in people's minds and that makes them understand. 
So I'm very fortunate, that in 2013 I wrote this play. Every year I am writing a new play
and right now I'm doing one on chickens. 
I've written plays on cattle, pigs and chickens because those three animals are the most
important ones, or better put, they shape the earth, they shape the planet. 
Everything has to do with everything else and once you understand that as an audience,
you can become an educated member of society and then maybe all you people, all the
efforts that you make will fall on fruitful ground. 
I admire anyone that is into politics and is trying to change the ways of the world for the
better. Then, maybe if the public is behind these efforts, maybe we can eventually reach
our goals, I don't know. Anyway, thank you very much. I read the comments right there.
I'm having fun doing this because it brings meaning to my work as an artist. 
I'm an actress and I've done Shakespeare and whatever. 
But ever since I began this Frollein theatre, life has a meaning because now, the things
I talk about, they have more meaning. As the Frollein figure, I am not on any particular
political side, I'm neutral, I need to be, in order to reach out to all kinds of people and
audiences and bring them together. I do this based on my scientific findings. 
Everything I say is scientifically sound. So NGOs can use my messages, my content, but
also political parties can use it for their aims and purposes, because I have wrapped my
findings in a neutral package. It can be presented anywhere because nothing I say is
wrong and I don't have any advantage from saying the things I say in my plays. 
I don't need votes, I don't need any of that, I can say anything I like as long as it's
scientifically sound and that's what I do and that's what I keep on doing till the day I die.
I hope the shows will carry on even after I am gone. I think the earthworm, the play on
earthworms is the most important play I've ever written.
Soil is the ground we walk on. We should treasure it, because it is the living soil.
Thank you very much for having me, I'm enjoying this and everyone who wants to use
the Frollein and her plays please feel free to contact me. 
www.brehms-tierleben.com
I'm open to anything as long as that earthworm is getting into the hearts and the minds

of people. It's the most important thing we can do. Thank you.
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Question from participants 

What is the role of civil society and how could be it mobilized to
defend soil?

Martina Comparelli
The first thing is sharing information and raise awareness, because of course you cannot
mobilise anyone if they don't know on what they mobilise for. 
This was quite hard at the beginning with the campaign related to the programme on the
CAP. The first thing we did was just sharing the information one after another and doing
street storms in which we shared like little spots of information about was going on. More
you know more you want to know to become active on something. So, really the first thing
is to use your platform to raise awareness on what the soil means on what some policies
will mean for or against all the issues that concern soil. 

After that, people will be ready really to pick up your message and your call for action.

Hannes Lorenzen
ARC has been and is a European platform of people engaged for a radical reform of the
Common Agriculture Policy. 
However, since the last reform of the CAP we have become a platform of political analysis
and a think tank analysing agricultural, rural food and climate policies. 
We are now working intensively on the national strategic plans of EU Member States
mobilising people in their fields of interest and their countries to influence these strategic
plans and intervene and put pressure on regional and local level for a climate friendly

and sustainable food and farm policy and practices. 

That is the way we can support a process of advocacy and awareness raising including
the role of soil, biodiversity and diversity of seeds which are very important elements for
transition towards a sustainable farming and food system. 
I can underline what Martina said: information, mobilising people around the question of
good practice, healthy food and a reasonable use of soils are the key challenges but also
part of the solutions. And the video we saw "I am the soil" indicates that we need specific
education and public information on soil and how we deal with it and that we are taking
a big risk regarding it as dead material or building ground without any limits. 
The video and this conference were much needed and I hope the minutes of it will be

further mobilizing people. 
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Question from participants

Whether at the universities such a sustainable soils program for
all students or the sort of introduction course might be
something thought certainly interesting?

Eleonora Bonifacio
Well, I think that we are speaking now about soils, but probably there is a need for more
education on the environment in general, on the physical environment in which we live.
The soil is of course a part of this and one of the most sensitive parts, but many people
do not even know what the atmosphere is, or why does CO2 come from the atmosphere
into plants. 
So I think that we probably need to repeat in all universities something which is expected
to be learned at high school. 
Things and times have changed, and probably it's time to repeat some general concepts

about the physical world which is around us.

Evelin Jurgenson
Yes, I think it’s very good if students know about the soil and such issues. 
In Estonia at my university, fortunately it's the Estonian University of Life Sciences and it
means that our university is a green university; all the students follow a bioeconomy
course that is quite intensive, it covers a lot of different subjects including the soil. 
One part is bioeconomy; however in my specialty which is land management, of course
they get special soil courses as well. So the situation in this respect is very good at my
university, but it’s not the same in all universities. Of course, if they study other specialties
then it’s not usual for them to also study these kinds of courses. 
Maybe it would be good for all universities to cover these “greening” courses or the
European Green Deal: that would cover this aspect and students would gain knowledge
of the sustainable development goals. 
It is important, I think, that people know and are aware of the goals at the global level as
well as at the European level. What are the aims, where do we need to go, what are the
current directions? This is my opinion. 
Not only the soil issue, but this whole way of thinking, a kind of umbrella which makes

it possible for people to move in this kind of direction. This is my idea. Thank you.

66



Closing remarks

F - ROUND TABLE

67



68



Mario Catizzone
Soil Europe Group Referent – Save the Landscape Forum – Brussels (Belgium)

We need food, we need houses, we need healthy ecosystems and they all need soils!

Albert Einstein said: "… it is easier to smash an atom than a prejudice." 
Today with this round table, we dismantled at least one prejudice: multistakeholders' dialogue
on soils is feasible and of the utmost necessity!  

Only the synergy between the different actors can solve the problems of the soil.
We hope that the methodology and approach used for this round table could be easily
repeated and used at various levels: from the local to the national. 

Of course, three hours are not enough to obtain a final common agreed document. 
Therefore, the development of the recommendations for COP26 will be continued in the
coming weeks. A first draft will be sent quickly for comments. 
Thus, consider this evening as a beginning of a new journey for obtaining a common vision
to preserve our soils for the future.

Before closing, let me thank:
All the speakers who have taken part in this exercise with different rules from usual.
We hope they enjoyed the experience.Thanks to the moderator, his role was the most
delicate and we all appreciate his kindness and empathy. 
Thanks to all the hidden people that made the whole event possible, without their help
we would never have succeeded in organising it: thanks to Dorelia, Agnes, Maurizia,
Silvia, Lorenza, Miranda, Claudia, Francesca, Luigi, Marco, Massimiliano, Giovanni.

Almost 300 people registered from 30 different nations, mainly from the European Union
but also from South and North America, Africa and Asia (India, Vietnam, USA, Brazil,
Turkey, ...). All will receive the common points that have emerged and the proceedings
of this round table.
The biggest thanks go to all participants, more than 100, who attended this three ours
event. You stayed with us until now, and this despite the late hour, and the exciting football
matches that are taking place! 

Thanks a lot to everybody.
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To Olga (1926) and Emma (2017), 
together they represent one century of life … almost one cm of soil!
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ANNEXES

Soil is Life is Food is Future - Round Table Programme

Documents suggested by the speakers to the attention of the readers

Curriculum Vitae of the invited speakers

Questionnaire sent to all registered people to SLFF round table

Highlights in Spanish: Lo más destacado de "El Suelo es Vida, 
es Alimento, es Futuro" Mesa Redonda - 28 de junio de 2021

Highlights in French: Points forts tirés de la Table Ronde
"Sol est Vie, est Nourriture, est Avenir » - 28 juin 2021

Highlights in Italian: Punti salienti emersi dalla Tavola Rotonda 
"Il Suolo è vita, è cibo, è futuro"- 28 giugno 2021
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Soil is Life is Food is Future - Round Table Programme
NB – Mr Vargas of FAO, was replaced by Ms Natalia RODRIGUEZ EUGENIO
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European Commission – DG Environment

New Soil Strategy Roadmap
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12634-Healthy-

soils-new-EU-soil-strategy_en

Save the Landscape Forum

We must ally with our soils!
https://angelidelsuolo.files.wordpress.com/2019/02/bxl-jan23_issue_web-1.pdf 

Barbara Geiger - Video version of 15 minutes

Lumbricus terrestris – The earthworms, King of Edaphon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVT8B-jKH3Q 

FAO – Food Agriculture Organisation

Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil Management
https://www.fao.org/3/bl813e/bl813e.pdf 

Terre de Liens (TDL) – Ruralization Project

D6.2 Report on legal and policy arrangements in 28 member states
https://ruralization.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/RURALIZATION_D6.2_Final-v1.0-1.pdf 

European Parliament

Resolution on soil protection (2021/2548(RSP)) – 22/04/2021
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0143_EN.html 

European Coordination Via Campesina / Nyéléni Land Publication in EN/FR/ES/RO

Nyéléni Europe and Central Asia (2021)

Roots of Resilience - Land Policy for an Agroecological Transition in Europe
https://www.eurovia.org/policy-report-roots-of-resilience-land-policy-for-an-agroecological-

transition-in-europe/

Letter to EU Leaders (signed by 71670 people)

Withdraw the CAP!
https://withdrawthecap.org/ 

Documents suggested by the speakers to the attention of the readers
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Eleonora BONIFACIO
I am Professor of Pedology at the University of Torino (Italy), and the
head of the PhD program in Agricultural, Forest and Food Sciences. 
During my career, that started in 1992 when I’ve obtained my PhD in Soil
Mineralogy, I’ve taught Pedology to hundreds of MSc and BSc students
in Agricultural or Forest Sciences. I have also managed to spend some
periods abroad, in Belgium, at the very beginning of my activity, and at
CSIRO in Australia, later on (although many years ago). 
Research projects still allow to share ideas and experiences with
international colleagues. Thanks to these projects, I have worked on soils
in Botswana, Namibia, Czech Republic, Australia, Russia, Japan (and
Italy, of course). I am now the vice-President of the Italian Society of
Pedology, and have been previously vice-chair of a Commission of the
International Union of Soil Sciences and the Soil Mineralogy chair in the
Italian Society of Soil Science. My research interests are linked by the
idea that all soil properties are related to soil genetic pathways and that
understanding these relationships helps in sustainable soil management
and use. I have published more than 70 journal articles on these topics
in addition to many other non-indexed publications. I think that researchers
have a great responsibility when they publish their results, and therefore
I also serve as one of the Editors-in-chief of Catena, an interdisciplinary
soil science journal.

Matilde CASA
Born in Chivasso (Turin), on 10th of July 1963.
Degree in Agricultural Sciences, she manages a farm in Lauriano,
province of Turin. From 1999 to 2003, President of Agricultural European
Businesswomen and Expert Member of the Sixth General Direction of
European Parliament. In 2001 she has been made Knight of the Republic
for her work in the agricultural scope. Since 2008, she is the Mayor of
the small town of Lauriano, province of Turin. 
She was named vice-president and is currently a member of the boards
of director of the Turin Po River Park ("Parco del Po Torinese")
In 2013 the town of Lauriano was the first in Italy to diminish buildable
areas in its own zoning plan. This choice caused Ms Casa to be judged
in a criminal trial, from which she was absolved with full formula. 
In 2017 she wrote with Paolo Pileri, professor at Politecnico of Milan, the
book "Il suolo sopra tutto" (“The soil above all”), which contains the whole
story of the trial. For her administrative choices, she won in 2016 the
prestigious National award “Environmentalist of the Year”.

Curriculum Vitae of the invited speakers

Paul CARTUYVELS
President of the European Construction Technology Platform (ECTP),
which gathers actors from across the Construction sector value chain.
ECTP partnered with the European Commission on the Energy Efficient
Buildings PPP. 
In the EU Smart Cities Marketplace, he leads the Action Cluster on
Sustainable Built Environment. Paul graduated in Bioengineering from
UCL, Belgium, and is the Executive Director of BOUYGUES Europe.
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Mario CATIZZONE
European citizen born the 1951 in Italy!
Agronomist Graduated in "Agricultural Sciences" and in "Tropical Sub
Tropical Agricultural Sciences". He initiated his working life as a soil
scientist at the Florence University and immediately he operated in the
international cooperation world. His career covers technical competencies
and several other fields such as policy and strategic analysis, and
multidisciplinary integration. He worked with Non-Governmental
Organisations, private companies, national and international organisations
on activities related to environmental and agricultural concerns in Europe
and in several developing countries. From 1989, Scientific Officer at the
European Commission, Research Directorate General (RTD), responsible
for environmental topics (soil, water, remote sensing), agriculture research
(farming systems), terrestrial ecosystems and biological diversity, and
Sustainable Development. Starting from January 2009 to September
2013, as a Senior Scientific Officer covered different tasks related to
international dimensions in particular the responsibility of research
agreements respectively with Africa, India and China. 
As an agronomist and soil scientist, he fight to implement the principle
of soil as a common good essential for our lives. Upon this basic principle
he acts to allow the convergence and synergy in the European Union of
an unlimited number of associations, people, public and private actors.
Accordingly, once left the Commission, he joined in 2014 the Save the
Landscape Forum where he helped in creating the Europe Soil Group in
which he acts as a referent.

Martina COMPARELLI
I had my degree in Political Science and International Relations at the
University of Pavia in 2016. 
Then I achieved in 2019 a Master of Science in International Development
and Humanitarian Emergencies at the London School of Economics and
Political Science. Actually I’m a Master Graduate in International
Development and Climate Change & Health student at Yale University.
I’m a passionate activist helping by coordinating teams, organizing
events, writing and public speaking. I’m an excellent researcher, resourceful
field-worker and team-working lover.

Eleonora EVI
Italian Member of the Greens/EFA Group of the European Parliament.
She is a full member of the Committee on Environment, Public Health
and Food Safety, the Committee on Petitions and the Inquiry Committee
on the Protection of animals during transport. She is substitute member
of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy. Eleonora is also
Vice- Chair of the Animal Welfare Intergroup of the European Parliament
and Co-Chair of the cage-free farming working group.

Eric GALL
Eric joined IFOAM Organics Europe as Policy Manager and Deputy
Director in 2014, after five years working for a Member of the European
Parliament, in the Environment Committee. Beforehand he worked for
six years for Greenpeace, in France then in Brussels, where he coordinated
the work of European offices against the release of GMOs in the
environment. He also worked for several other NGOs in France and
coordinated an EU Research project aimed at improving the participation
of civil society in research projects and policy. 
The work of Organics Europe policy units covers the contribution of organic
farming to many EU environmental policies, from the CAP, climate
change, water and soil, biodiversity, food, to GMOs and seeds.
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Barbara GEIGER
Barbara studied drama at Richmond Drama School, London. 
On her return to Germany in 1993 she started her own theatre company
with numerous productions, most memorable is her version of Brian
McAvera’s play Picasso’s Women www.picassos-frauen.de which she
directed as a ficticious press conference of eight Picasso muses. 
In 2008 Barbara created the figure of Frollein Editha Filmine Brehm, in
honour of the legendary Alfred E. Brehm, the Shakespeare of biology in
the 19th century. With her series of plays of endemic and endangered
species she has reached out to thousands of audience members around
the world. Barbara is responsible for concept, research and writing of the
scientifically based plays of Frollein Brehm’s Life of Animals. 
So far fourteen animal stars have entered the Frollein stage. 
Among them even royalty like earthworms that have claimed the Game
of Thrones in the Frollein realm, as King of the Animals.
For more details check outhttps://www.brehms- tierleben.com
Her plays have been translated into English, French, Italian and Hindi.

Florence JEANTET
Florence Jeantet is the OP2B Managing Director since January 2020
and has been leading the coalition since then. 
Florence has an unrelenting passion to turn science into innovation and
it has been a driving force in her career. After 13 years at Unilever, she
has been dedicated to the mission of Danone for the last 15 years leading
the business to live “Health through food to as many people as possible.”
Whilst classically trained as an “Ingenieur(Ms)” in Food Science and
Technology, she made her greatest impact through her leadership across
many functions, roles and teams. 
Managing people internationally for more than 20 years, hierarchically
and functionally, she evolves from Research & Development to Chief
Growth officer of the Early life Worldwide Business.

Evelin JÜRGENSON
Evelin Jürgenson is working at the Estonian University of Life Sciences
at the Department of Geomatics. She is an associate professor in land
management (land tenure), and she is the head of the Department of
Geomatics. She has experience in land administration issues, including
land governance, agricultural land use, land-use changes and land take.
Her research primarily relates to sustainable land use, land administration,
land governance and agricultural land use. She has worked as an adviser
on land issues in Local Government (1995-2000) and as an adviser on
land administration and head of the Real Estate Department in National
Land Board (2000-2016). It is a valuable experience as it has deepened
her understanding of the respective activity in the public sector. Notably,
it has given an in-depth insight into the functioning of public authorities
in the field of land administration. Internationally active, she has been
invited to participate in several international projects (RURALIZATION,
Climate change in security perception, SURFACE, Public Value Capture,
Land Grabbing, Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance
of Tenure).https://www.etis.ee/CV/Evelin_Jyrgenson/est?tabId=CV_ENG

Dorelia Simona LIPSA
She is a Medical Bioengineering, with more than 10 years’ experience in
in vitro toxicology, health studies carried out in various European
research projects. Ms. Dorelia Lipsa holds a PhD in “Natural sciences” and
a Master’s degree in “Bioactive substances and biotechnology”.
In addition, she is passionate about ecology issues having a councillor
role for the Italian #lasolastrada Association. Recently, she has been
involved as an active member of the Save the Landscape Forum.
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Hannes LORENZEN
Hannes Lorenzen has been civil servant at the European Parliament
from 1985 until 2019. He has mainly worked as senior adviser to the
Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of the European
Parliament with specific tasks on CAP reforms, rural development, food
security and quality, organic farming, agro-ecology and climate change.
From 2014 to 2018 he was the responsible staff person at the Committee
on Agriculture and Rural development for negotiations with EU Commission
and Council on the new EU regulation for organic farming. He has an MA
degree in Rural Development Sociology with a postgraduate degree in
International Agriculture (TU Berlin) with special professional competence
in international negotiations (EU-Institute for Public Administration,
Maastricht) and Mediation (School for Mediation, Steyerberg). On the
international level Hannes Lorenzen is co-founder of Genetic Resources
Action International (www.grain.org) and co-president of the European
Rural Development Network Forum Synergies (www.forum-synergies.eu).
He is a co-founder and president of the European Reform Alliance
ARC2020   (Agricultural    and    Rural Convention www.arc2020.eu)
which during the CAP reform process between 2010 and 2013 has
gathered more than 150 networks and umbrella organizations of civil society
of farmers, environmentalists, animal welfare groups, rural development
and public health organisations. ARC2020 moderated during this period
a process to reach a “communication of civil society to the European
Institutions on CAP reform. Closer to home, Hannes founded and chairs
a local rural development organization on his home island of Pellworm
in North Friesland, Germany, which has created synergies between
organic farming, renewable energy production, soft tourism and nature
protection projects in a local dimension.

Riccardo MEI
Riccardo Mei, actor and singer, for twenty years the voice par excellence
of Italian television: every Sunday in Kilimanjaro (RAI 3 Italian television),
his voice tells us about the world. He has explained to us for years the
frontiers of science in Superquark, in the documentaries of the National
Geographic, on Sky. He tells us about the mysteries of history and
archaeology in FREEDOM, by Roberto Giacobbo. It is the expressive
voice that interprets successful novels for the AUDIOLIBRI of Audible
and Storytell. He begins his career as a jazz singer: in 1989 the "My funny
Valentine", with Roberto Gatto, Amedeo Tommasi, and Marco Fratini; in
1997 "Witchcraft", with the saxophonist of Manhattan Transfer Richie
Cole; in 2007 "A lot of livin' to do" with Marcello Rosa, Fabrizio Bosso,
Bill Watrous and many other prestigious guests. As an actor, Riccardo
performed the psychoanalyst protagonist of the thriller/horror film The Pit
in 2021, and in 2017 a character in the film The Broken Key by Louis Nero,
in an international cast with Christopher Lambert, Rutgher Hauer, Franco
Nero, Geraldine Chaplin and many others. He has written various musical
performances: in his latest multimedia theatrical show "INTO THE WILD
World: those who seek", he interprets songs by Eddie Vedder's Pearl
Jame written for the film "Into the Wild". Last: he is the author and
performer of the theatrical monologue: Il Suolo sono Io - I AM THE SOIL.

Dr. Eduard MÜLLER
Founder and rector of the University for International Cooperation since
1994 working on permanent innovation in education, leading UCI to be
a pioneer in online education in over 60 countries. He has overseen the
launch of many innovative programs in many different fields. 
He has visited over 90 countries and carried out professional activities
in more than 35 of them on all continents, having given more than 250
international conferences across five continents in recent years on global
change and regenerative development. He is currently globally recognized
for his work in Regenerative Development leading the Regenerate Costa
Rica initiative to convert the country into the first actively regenerative
nation. He is a member of the Global Council for the Wellbeing Economy
Alliance and the Bounce Beyond project. He was a member of the Scientific
Council for Climate Change of Costa Rica and country negotiator at the
Convention of Biological Diversity. He is also the chairholder of the
UNESCO Chair for Biosphere Reserves and Natural and Mixed World
Heritage sites.

78



Maurizia PUNGINELLI
President of the Italian Association #lasolastrada, which is member of
the Save the Landscape Forum. #lasolastrada Association, founded on
July 2020, is committed to ecology issues. 
Ms. Maurizia Punginelli holds a degree in Pharmacy and a Specialization
degree in Pharmacology, and she is carrying out daily duties for the
Italian Local Health Authority. 

Edward ROBINSON
Edward has over a decade of experience working in environmental policy.
He has worked for the UK think tank Green Alliance, for Accenture Strategy
and for the European Climate Foundation. He was part of the team that
launched the UN Global Compact’s ground-breaking 2013 and 2016 studies
on CEO attitudes to sustainability and of that which established the
Europe Beyond Coal campaign in 2017. Edward’s writing on European
politics has been published in the Financial Times, The Guardian,
openDemocracy and The New Internationalist, among others. He is
currently writing a book on British politics to be published by I.B. Tauris /
Bloomsbury in 2022 and he is a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (RSA).

Natalia RODRIGUEZ EUGENIO
Ph.D. - Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Spain
She is a biologist with expertise in soil science, with more than 12 years
of experience in soil science, sustainable soil management and soil
pollution. Ms Rodríguez Eugenio holds a PhD in soil science and a Master's
degree in sustainable soil management and soil protection. 
She has worked on several research projects in Spain related to soil
mapping, the impact of forest fires on the physicochemical and biological
properties of fire-affected soils and the chemical study of soil organic
matter. She also has experience in international working environments,
having worked on the development of the Thematic Cartography of Ecuador
at 1:25000 scale as a soil scientist and quality control technician and at
the European Commission's Joint Research Centre on issues related to
local soil contamination before joining FAO. She is now part of the Global
Soil Partnership Secretariat, which she joined in 2017 as a consultant,
where she has coordinated actions on soil pollution, soil legislation and
research. She is currently a FAO Land and Water Officer and contributes
to coordinate the work of the Global Soil Partnership. Ms Rodríguez Eugenio
has published several scientific articles and reports for policy makers. 
Her latest publication is the Global Assessment of Soil Pollution report
(FAO and UNEP, 2021), a publication that she has successfully coordinated
by integrating the contributions of more than 200 experts worldwide. She
is passionate about soils and has dedicated a large part of her career to
the dissemination and awareness of this important and threatened resource.

Sarah SINGLA
Sarah Singla is a farmer from the South of France. 
She took over the family farm in 2010; the farm has been in a no-till system
since 1980. Sarah was Nuffield scholar in 2011 traveling the world to
enhance her knowledge about soil fertility, no-till systems and holistic
approach to agriculture. Sarah is passionate and enthusiastic about her
pursuits, she promotes a sustainable way of farming where economical,
social and environmental aspects converge. 
As an inspirational voice for agriculture, she shares with passion her
vision on soil restoration agriculture in France and abroad.
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Arnd Spahn
Arnd Spahn is the agricultural secretary at EFFAT - European Federation
of Food, Agriculture, and Tourism Trade Unions.

Miklós Attila SZŐCS BORUSS
Szőcs Boruss Miklós Attila is a young peasant farmer from Transylvania,
Romania. Since a few years he is setting up a small family farm rooted
in the principles of peasant agroecology. Currently he is producing
regional peasant varieties of plums and looking into diversifying the farm
by accessing land for the raising of animals. Besides holding a bachelors
degree in environmental engineering in agriculture and a master’s degree
in agro- ecological plant protection he also gathered extensive knowledge
in issues around Romanian rural development, policies over farmland
stewardship and the impact of the European Union’s Common Agricultural
Policy over the Romanian rural society and landscape.
Attila is a member of the coordination committee of Eco Ruralis and the
formal president of the association. He is also a coordination committee
member of the European Coordination Via Campesina – the European
peasant farmers confederation. Next to administrative and fundraising
responsibilities he is also the coordinator of the Eco Ruralis Land Rights
program, through which he advocates for fair land rights and access to
land for Romanian peasant farmers, creates transparency over land
grabbing and land concentration and involves in the national and
European political debate on land policy.

Andrea VETTORI
Mr Andrea Vettori is Deputy Head of the Land Use & Management Unit
in the Directorate-General for the Environment of the European
Commission. Before that he has been part of the team who prepared
and conducted the negotiations on the 7th EU Environment Action
Programme. In the same DG he worked also on strategic planning and
policy coordination, on resource efficiency, and on an environmental
program for small and medium-sized enterprises. 
Before joining the European Commission he worked in the European
Parliament and for a European NGO. He holds a degree in Business
Administration and Economics from Bocconi University in Milan and
before coming to Brussels he had experiences in New York at the United
Nations and at the Italian Cultural Institute.
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Questionnaire sent to all registered people to SLFF round table

SECTION 4 RESERVED EXCLUSIVELY TO SLFF
statistical elaboration of the answers
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4.3.bis Who has to take care of the Highlights 
(only if you indicated "Others" in the previous one)

• Policy makers

• The Economy Minister of my own country

• Society itself

• Empowered people

• Vice-President for the European Green Deal

• Everyone, from policymakers to citizens

• Co-decision in inclusive and transparent dialogue of all interested parties

• all the governments in all the countries

• Frans Timmermans
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28 de Junio 2021

ES

Lo más destacado de

El suelo es vida, 
es alimento, es futuro

Mesa redonda
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El foro italiano Salvar el Paisaje (Save the Landscape), gestionado por su entidad asociada
#lasolastrada, organizó una mesa redonda en línea con múltiples partes interesadas:
"El suelo es vida, es alimento, es futuro" el 28 de junio. 
El evento está incluido en la lista de actos del "All4Climate - Italia 2021" bajo los auspicios
del Ministerio de Medio Ambiente italiano, coorganizador, junto con Gran Bretaña, de la
Conferencia de las Partes (COP26) sobre el Clima.

La complejidad del suelo implica a muchos actores con intereses diferentes. 
La dificultad estriba en comprender las necesidades de cada uno de ellos y converger
hacia una visión común sobre la protección de los suelos para frenar su degradación.
Por ello, la mesa redonda tenía como objetivo crear un diálogo entre los diferentes usuarios
del suelo para establecer puntos comunes que se presenten a la COP26. 
A la mesa redonda asistió un representante de cada uno de los siguientes sectores: 
agricultores, agricultores ecológicos, constructores, sindicatos, planificadores, administradores
locales y regionales, organizaciones de la sociedad civil, industria privada, industria
alimentaria, investigadores, artistas e instituciones europeas e internacionales.

Un diálogo "pragmático" fue posible y constructivo y permitió la aparición de un nuevo
paradigma de preservación de los suelos basado en los siguientes puntos: 

a)  La política del suelo es una cuestión política clave que necesita
medidas vinculantes

I.      Política de suelos: no hay más tiempo que perder y no podemos ser pacientes.

Como referencia válida también para muchos otros países del mundo, necesitamos una

política de la UE sobre el suelo, en la que la ecuación justicia climática = justicia social

debe liderar el próximo diálogo.

II.    El suelo es una cuestión política clave: desgraciadamente, el uso del suelo no suele

estar relacionado con sus características. El suelo debe convertirse en una cuestión

política clave, por lo que debe tenerse en cuenta en las elecciones que consideran

comparativamente los usos potenciales en la planificación y redacción de futuras

normativas.

III.  Medidas vinculantes sobre el suelo: es urgente adoptar medidas concretas vinculantes

basadas en datos científicos (ya existen algunas medidas "voluntarias" como las

Directrices voluntarias para la gestión sostenible del suelo de la FAO). 

Las medidas vinculantes tienen que servir también para canalizar las inversiones. 

b) Trabajos y condiciones de vida decentes en la agricultura
El empleo digno en la agricultura es un tema directamente vinculado a la gestión sostenible

del suelo, tal y como indican los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible (ODS). 

Incluye la inmigración y la integración de los inmigrantes (sin esclavitud), las condiciones

de trabajo decentes, la igualdad de género y la protección de los niños.
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c) El suelo es un laboratorio vivo
El suelo es un todo: desde la biodiversidad hasta los servicios ecosistémicos. 

Los suelos no son todos iguales, tienen diferentes propiedades debido a su diferente

desarrollo y, por tanto, proporcionan diferentes servicios ecosistémicos.

Sin embargo, todos los suelos deben ser protegidos y conservados mediante una gestión

sostenible que tenga en cuenta sus particularidades y usos potenciales. 

Las políticas de referencia deben considerar estas diferencias.

d) Detener la fragmentación y la concentración de la tierra 
Es necesario un sólido sistema de control para preservar el derecho de acceso a la tierra

(adaptado a las diferentes situaciones socioeconómicas) y para detener la especulación

de la tierra que desplaza a las personas que viven en la zona. 

e) Prácticas de gestión sostenible del suelo  
Las prácticas de gestión sostenible del suelo tienen que dar un vuelco a la situación

actual y convertirse en la norma, y no en la excepción. 

La agroecología, la agricultura biológica, la agricultura regenerativa, la agricultura orgánica

y la agricultura no industrial son ejemplos de prácticas de gestión sostenible del suelo

que pueden adoptarse. 

La convergencia de la agenda política agrícola y de la agenda política medioambiental

y climática es crucial para evitar incoherencias y prevenir los efectos negativos sobre la

salud del suelo, todo lo cual debe incluir la gestión sostenible y la protección de los suelos.

f) Importancia de los agricultores
I. Los agricultores no son comerciantes de carbono, sino productores de alimentos.

Aumentar el carbono orgánico del suelo debe considerarse como un medio para mejorar

la salud general del suelo y, en consecuencia, la producción de alimentos. El objetivo

final no debe ser el mercado del carbono, sino recompensar a los agricultores que

adopten prácticas de gestión sostenible del suelo destinadas a mejorar su salud y a

mantener la prestación de servicios ecosistémicos. 

II. Importancia de la transferencia horizontal de conocimientos entre agricultores y de

los agricultores a la sociedad civil: reforzar la comunicación y el trabajo conjunto entre

los servicios de extensión agraria y los agricultores; reforzar la transferencia de

conocimientos de los agricultores a la sociedad civil y facilitar el intercambio de necesidades

y soluciones. Los mecanismos y programas nacionales e internacionales existentes

pueden ayudar a alcanzar este objetivo.
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g) Importancia del diálogo con las partes interesadas
Respetar a los agricultores y su papel es fundamental para mantener la seguridad

alimentaria y la nutrición, como indica el Tratado Internacional de los Derechos del

agricultor de la FAO. Es urgente equilibrar las necesidades de todos los actores

involucrados en la gestión de los suelos, y para ello hay que confiar en los agricultores

y sus asociaciones. En consecuencia, los agricultores y las pequeñas y medianas

explotaciones deben ser considerados como los actores ejecutores de todas las acciones,

junto con otros actores del suelo.

h) Urbanizar sin sellar
Respetar las normas sobre dónde construir indicadas por los edafólogos y promover la

reutilización de los terrenos abandonados y de los terrenos baldíos. 

Sin embargo, el revertir el sellado del suelo no es un precepto, por lo que hay que prever

opciones de recuperación de terrenos baldíos.

i) Educación 
La educación, desde la escuela primaria hasta la universidad, debe incluir cursos

adaptados sobre la ciencia del suelo con el fin de concienciar sobre el significado del

suelo para la vida. 

Deben incluirse visitas de campo a granjas y zonas de construcción.

l) Control de la cadena alimentaria
Las medidas para evitar las pérdidas en todo el ciclo de producción (desde el campo, el

acopio, el transporte y la venta al consumidor final); la mejora de las dietas (reducir la

producción animal); el aumento de la producción y el consumo locales; y el mantenimiento

de precios decentes para los productores son componentes de la correcta conservación

del suelo y la gestión sostenible. 

Grabación completa

https://youtu.be/vnExBaT8PzM 

Video "I am the Soil" - Riccardo Mei

https://youtu.be/kMpOHMLmjD8 

Video "Lumbricus terrestris" - Barbara Geiger"

https://youtu.be/3_dz30F7I5Y

La grabación completa de la mesa redonda enYouTube 

y los vídeos puestos a disposición del evento:
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28 Juin 2021

Points forts tirés de la Table ronde 

Sol est Vie, 
est Nourriture, est Avenir

FR
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Le 28 juin dernier, le Forum italien Salviamo il Paesaggio, géré par son association
partenaire #lasolastrada, a organisé on-line une table ronde multipartite intitulée "Soil is
Life, is Food, is Future". L’événement est inclus dans la liste des actions du programme
"All4Climate - Italie 2021", sous l’égide du Ministère italien de l’Environnement,
co-organisateur - avec la Grande-Bretagne - de la Conférence des Parties (COP26) sur
le climat.
La complexité du sol concerne de nombreux acteurs du sol ayant des intérêts différents.
La difficulté réside dans la compréhension des besoins de chaque acteur et dans la
convergence vers une vision commune pour la protection et l'arrêt de la dégradation des
sols. Ainsi, la table ronde visait à créer un dialogue entre les différents utilisateurs du sol
afin d'établir des points communs à adresser à la COP26. Un représentant de chacun
des secteurs suivants a participé à la table ronde: agriculteurs, agriculteurs biologiques,
constructeurs, syndicats, planificateurs, administrateurs locaux et régionaux, organisations
de la société civile, industrie privée, industrie alimentaire, chercheurs, artistes, institutions
européennes et internationales.  

Un dialogue franc et constructif a été possible et a permis l’émergence d'un nouveau
paradigme pour la conservation des sols basé sur les points suivants:

a)  La Politique des Sols est un enjeu politique clé, qui nécessite des
mesures contraignantes

I.    Politique des sols: il n’y a plus de temps à perdre, nous ne pouvons plus faire preuve

de patience. Comme référence valide également pour de nombreux autres pays du

monde, nous avons besoin d’une politique de l’UE sur le sol, où l’équation justice

climatique = justice sociale doit guider le dialogue à venir. 

II.   Le sol est une question politique majeure: malheureusement, l'utilisation des terres

n'est pas souvent liée aux caractéristiques du sol. 

Le sol doit devenir un enjeu politique clé, en tant que tel il doit être pris en compte dans

les choix qui envisagent comparativement ses usages potentiels et dans la planification

et dans l'élaboration des réglementations futures.

III. Mesures contraignantes pour les sols: il y a un besoin urgent de mesures

contraignantes concrètes basées sur des données scientifiques [elles existent déjà en

tant que mesures "volontaires" (Directives volontaires de la FAO pour la gestion durable

des sols)]. Des mesures contraignantes doivent également être utilisées pour canaliser

les investissements concernant les sols.

b)  Des emplois et des conditions de vie décents 
dans le secteur agricole

Le travail décent dans l'agriculture est un enjeu directement lié à la gestion durable des

sols, comme l'indiquent les Objectifs de développement durable (ODD). Cela comprend

l'immigration et l'intégration des immigrants (pas d'esclavage), des conditions de travail

décentes, l'égalité des sexes et la protection de l'enfance.
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c)  Le sol est un laboratoire vivant  
Le sol est un tout: de la biodiversité aux services écosystémiques. Les sols ne sont pas

tous les mêmes, ils ont des propriétés différentes en raison de leur propre développement

et fournissent donc des services écosystémiques différents. 

Néanmoins, tous les sols doivent être protégés et conservés grâce à une gestion durable

tenant compte de leurs particularités et de leurs utilisations potentielles. Les politiques

afférentes aux sols doivent tenir compte de ces différences.

d)  Arrêter la fragmentation et la concentration des terres  
Il faut un système de surveillance solide pour préserver le droit d’accès à la terre (adapté

aux différentes situations socio-économiques) et pour mettre fin à la spéculation foncière

qui déplace les habitants vivant dans la région. 

e)  Pratiques de gestion durable des sols
Les pratiques de gestion durable des sols doivent renverser la situation actuelle et devenir

la règle, pas l’exception. 

L’agro-écologie, l’agriculture biologique, l’agriculture régénérative, l’agriculture organique,

l’agriculture non-industrielle sont autant d’exemples de pratiques de gestion durable des

sols qui peuvent être adoptées. 

La convergence de l’agenda politique agricole et de l’agenda politique de la nature et du

climat est cruciale pour éviter les incohérences et prévenir les effets négatifs sur la

santé des sols. Les deux doivent inclure une gestion et une protection durables des sols.

f)  Importance des agriculteurs
I.   Les agriculteurs ne sont pas des marchands de carbone organique, mais des

producteurs d’aliments. 

L’augmentation du carbone organique des sols doit être considérée comme un moyen

d’améliorer la santé globale des sols et, par conséquent, la production alimentaire. 

Le but ultime ne devrait pas être le marché du carbone, mais récompenser les

agriculteurs qui adoptent des pratiques de gestion durable des sols visant à améliorer la

santé des sols et à maintenir la fourniture de services écosystémiques.

II.  Importance du transfert horizontal des connaissances d’agriculteurs à agriculteurs et

d’agriculteurs à la société civile: renforcement de la communication et du travail conjoint

entre les services de vulgarisation et les agriculteurs; consolidation du transfert des

connaissances des agriculteurs à la société civile pour faciliter l’échange des besoins et

des solutions. Des mécanismes et programmes nationaux et internationaux existants

peuvent contribuer à atteindre cet objectif.
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g)  Importance du dialogue entre différents acteurs
Le respect des agriculteurs et de leur rôle est essentiel au maintien de la sécurité

alimentaire et de la nutrition, comme le stipule le Traité international ("Droits des

agriculteurs" de la FAO). Il est urgent d'équilibrer les besoins de tous les acteurs concernés

par les sols et, pour cela, il faut s'appuyer sur les agriculteurs et leurs associations. 

Par conséquent, les agriculteurs et les petites et moyennes exploitations doivent être

considérés comme les acteurs clés dans la mise en œuvre de toutes les actions menées

conjointement avec les autres acteurs du sol.

h)  Urbanisation sans imperméabilisation
Il faut respecter les règles sur ‘où construire’ telles qu'indiquées par les pédologues et

promouvoir le réaménagement des sites abandonnés et des sites contaminés. 

Cependant, la dés-imperméabilisation n'est pas un « précepte », des options doivent être

envisagées pour l'utilisation des terrains stériles ou très improductifs.

i)   Éducation
L’enseignement, de l’école primaire à l’université, doit inclure des cours sur mesure sur

les sciences du sol visant à sensibiliser sur l'importance du sol pour la vie. 

Les cours doivent comprendre des visites à des exploitations agricoles et des chantiers

de construction.

l)   Contrôle de la chaîne alimentaire
Des mesures pour une bonne conservation des sols et de leur gestion durable: éviter les

pertes tout au long du cycle de production, du champ au consommateur (collecte, stockage,

transport et vente); l’amélioration des régimes alimentaires (réduire la production

d'aliments d'origine animale); l’augmentation de la production et la consommation locales;

le maintien de prix équitables pour les producteurs.

Enregistrement complet 

https://youtu.be/vnExBaT8PzM 

Video "I am the Soil" - Riccardo Mei

https://youtu.be/kMpOHMLmjD8 

Video "Lumbricus terrestris" - Barbara Geiger"

https://youtu.be/3_dz30F7I5Y

L'enregistrement complet de la table ronde  et les vidéos 

mises à disposition pour l'événement se trouvent sur YouTube :
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28 Giugno 2021

Punti salienti 
emersi dalla Tavola rotonda

Suolo è vita, 
è cibo, è futuro

IT
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Il Forum Salviamo il Paesaggio, coadiuvato dalla sua associazione #lasolastrada, il
28 giugno 2021 ha organizzato la Tavola Rotonda multi-stakeholder (online e in inglese)
"Soil is Life, is Food, is Future"("Il suolo è vita, è cibo, è futuro"). 
L'evento è inserito nella lista del Programma All4Climate - Italia 2021, sotto l'egida del
Ministero dell'Ambiente italiano, co-organizzatore - con la Gran Bretagna - della prossima
Conferenza delle Parti sul Clima (COP26).

La complessità del suolo coinvolge molti attori con differenti interessi. 
La difficoltà sta nella comprensione delle necessità di ognuno di loro e nella convergenza
su una visione comune per la protezione dei suoli e per fermarne il degrado. 

La tavola rotonda ha avuto come obiettivo di ottenere, dal dialogo tra differenti utilizzatori
del suolo, dei punti comuni da proporre alla COP26. 
Un rappresentante di ognuno dei seguenti attori era presente alla tavola rotonda: 
agricoltori, agricoltori biologici, sindacati, pianificatori, amministratori locali e regionali,
organizzazioni della società civile, ricercatori, artisti, istituzioni europee e organizzazioni
internazionali. 

Uno schietto e costruttivo dialogo è stato possibile e ha permesso l'emergere di un nuovo

paradigma per la conservazione dei suoli basato sui seguenti punti: 

a)  La Politica che riguarda il Suolo è una questione chiave 
che necessita di misure vincolanti

I.    Politica del suolo: non c'è più tempo da perdere e non possiamo essere pazienti.

Come valido riferimento anche per molti altri Paesi del mondo, occorre una politica

dell'Unione europea sul suolo, in cui l'equazione giustizia climatica = giustizia sociale

debba guidare in futuro il dialogo. 

II.   Il suolo è una questione politica chiave: purtroppo, l'uso del suolo non è spesso

correlato alle caratteristiche del suolo. Il suolo deve diventare un tema politico fondamentale

e come tale deve essere considerato nelle scelte che ne considerano comparativamente

i potenziali usi sia nella pianificazione sia nella stesura di future normative.

III.  Misure vincolanti per il suolo: c'è urgente bisogno di misure concrete vincolanti basate

su dati scientifici [Esistono già come misure "volontarie" (Linee guida volontarie della

FAO per la gestione sostenibile del suolo)]. 

Misure vincolanti devono essere utilizzate anche per incanalare gli investimenti che

direttamente o indirettamente hanno a che fare col suolo.

b)   Lavori e condizioni di vita dignitosi nel settore agricolo
Il lavoro dignitoso in agricoltura è un tema direttamente collegato alla gestione sostenibile

del suolo, come indicato dagli Obiettivi di sviluppo sostenibile (OSS). 

Include l'immigrazione e l'integrazione degli immigrati (nessuna schiavitù), le condizioni

di lavoro decenti, la parità di genere e la protezione dell'infanzia.
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c) Il suolo è un laboratorio vivente 
Il suolo è un tutt'uno: dalla biodiversità ai servizi ecosistemici. 

I suoli non sono tutti uguali, hanno proprietà differenti a causa del loro diverso sviluppo

e quindi forniscono servizi ecosistemici diversi. 

Tuttavia, tutti i suoli devono essere protetti e conservati attraverso una gestione sostenibile

che tenga conto delle loro particolarità e dei potenziali usi. 

Le politiche relative ai suoli devono tenere conto di queste differenze.

d)  Fermare la frammentazione del territorio
e l'accaparramento delle terre 

C'è bisogno di un forte sistema di controllo e monitoraggio per preservare il diritto di

accesso alla terra (adattato alle diverse situazioni socio-economiche) e per fermare la

speculazione fondiaria che sposta le persone che vivono nell'area.

e)  Pratiche di gestione sostenibile del suolo  
Le pratiche di gestione sostenibile del suolo devono ribaltare la situazione attuale e

diventare la regola, non l'eccezione. 

L'agroecologia, l'agricoltura biologica, l'agricoltura rigenerativa, l'agricoltura organica,

l'agricoltura non industriale sono tutti esempi di pratiche di gestione sostenibile del suolo

che possono essere adottate.

La convergenza dell'agenda politica agricola e dell'agenda politica sulla natura e sul clima

è fondamentale per evitare incongruenze e prevenire effetti negativi sulla salute del suolo.

Entrambe devono includere la gestione e la protezione sostenibili del suolo.

f)  Importanza degli agricoltori
I.   Gli agricoltori non sono commercianti di carbonio, ma produttori di cibo.

L'aumento del carbonio organico nel suolo deve essere visto come un mezzo per migliorare

la salute generale del suolo e, di conseguenza, la produzione alimentare. 

L'obiettivo finale non dovrebbe essere il mercato del carbonio, ma quello di premiare gli

agricoltori che adottano pratiche sostenibili di gestione del suolo volte a migliorare la

salute del suolo e mantenere la fornitura di servizi ecosistemici.

II.  Importanza del trasferimento orizzontale delle conoscenze dagli agricoltori agli agricoltori

e dagli agricoltori alla società civile: rafforzamento della comunicazione e del lavoro congiunto

tra i servizi di divulgazione e gli agricoltori; consolidare il trasferimento di conoscenze dagli

agricoltori alla società civile e facilitare lo scambio di esigenze e soluzioni. I meccanismi e i

programmi nazionali e internazionali esistenti possono aiutare a raggiungere questo obiettivo.
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g)  Importanza del dialogo tra i differenti attori del suolo
Il rispetto degli agricoltori e del loro ruolo è fondamentale per mantenere la sicurezza

alimentare e la nutrizione come indicato dal Trattato Internazionale (FAO Farmers' Rights).

C'è l'urgente necessità di equilibrare le esigenze di tutti gli attori interessati dai suoli, e per

questo dobbiamo fare affidamento agli agricoltori e alle loro associazioni. 

Di conseguenza, gli agricoltori e le aziende agricole di piccole e medie dimensioni dovrebbero

essere considerati come gli attori fondamentali della messa in esecuzione di tutte le azioni

svolte insieme ad altri attori del suolo.

h) Urbanizzazione senza cementificazione
Rispettare le regole di dove costruire indicate dagli scienziati del suolo e promuovere la

riqualificazione dei siti abbandonati e dei siti inquinati. 

Tuttavia, la de-cementificazione non è un "precetto", devono essere previste opzioni per

l'utilizzazione delle terre sterili o altamente improduttive.

i)   Istruzione
L'istruzione, dalla scuola primaria all'università, deve comprendere corsi di scienza del suolo

volti a sensibilizzare sul significato del suolo per la vita.

I corsi devono includere specifiche visite alle aziende agricole e ai cantieri edili.

l)   Controllo della catena alimentare
Componenti di una corretta conservazione del suolo e di una sua gestione sostenibile:

evitare perdite lungo tutto il ciclo produttivo dal campo al consumatore (raccolta,

immagazzinamento, trasporto e vendita); migliorare le diete (ridurre la produzione di

alimenti di origine animale); aumentare la produzione e il consumo locale; mantenere

prezzi dignitosi per i produttori.

Registrazione completa

https://youtu.be/vnExBaT8PzM 

Video "I am the Soil" - Riccardo Mei

https://youtu.be/kMpOHMLmjD8 

Video "Lumbricus terrestris" - Barbara Geiger"

https://youtu.be/3_dz30F7I5Y

Links su YouTube, registrazione integrale della Tavola Rotonda 

e video messi a disposizione per l'evento: 

94



Foreword - Riccardo Mei

Highlights from “Soil is Life, is Food, is Future” ENG

Preface - Mario Catizzone

Round Table - Introduction

Round Table - Soil problems and solutions

Round Table - Questions/Answers at the end of First Round

Round Table - Recommendations for COP26

Round Table - Questions/Answers at the end of Second Round

Round Table - Emerging convergences

Round Table - Comments by speaker and by the floor participants

Round Table - Closing remarks

Acknowledgements

ANNEXES

Soil is Life is Food is Future - Round Table Programme

Documents suggested by the speakers to the attention of the readers

Curriculum Vitae of the invited speakers

Questionnaire sent to all registered people to SLFF round table

Highlights in Spanish: Lo más destacado de "El Suelo es Vida, 
es Alimento, es Futuro" Mesa Redonda - 28 de junio de 2021

Highlights in French: Points forts tirés de la Table Ronde
"Sol est Vie, est Nourriture, est Avenir » - 28 juin 2021

Highlights in Italian: Punti salienti emersi dalla Tavola Rotonda 
"Il Suolo è vita, è cibo, è futuro"- 28 giugno 2021

Content

p.03

p.05

p.09

p.15

p.21

p.41

p.43

p.53

p.55

p.63

p.67

p.70

p.72

p.73

p.75

p.81

p.83

p.87

p.91



The soil is a vital element like the air we breathe, essential for each
individual. Only as a result of a common assumption of responsibility,
will the soil be protected by reversing the current trend towards degradation
and uncontrolled use.
This is the reason why the Save the Landscape Forum and its association
#lasolastrada organised a round table dedicated to discussing the future
of the soil: "Soil is Life is Food is Future".
Every sharing occasion is an opportunity to compare and amplify the
voices of those who care about sustainable soil management for present
and future generations. Soil dialogue is a fundamental part of a
transformation scenario that every day has more opportunities to
emerge and spread in our society and our economy.

In this document you will read the result of this innovative approach: 
a dialogue between different soil stakeholders meeting around the same
table, with the equal conditions to express them. 

It was a good opportunity to combine different views and create a common
framework of concrete and complete reference on shared objectives to
move towards; a useful framework for future soil actions from local to
national, European or global level that is valid for all and not exclusively
for those who had the opportunity to participate in the round table or for
those who will read this document.


