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Dear Madam, Dear Sirs, 
 
We refer to the important speech that the President of the European Commission gave to the 
European Parliament on 16 April, whose new tone was widely noted. 
European citizens are waiting with great anticipation for confirmation of the will and vision of 
the Member States of the European Union towards a "reboot" based on the abandonment of 
the paths taken so ruinously in the past.   
 
In order for the President's words to become a reality and to be turned into concrete actions, 
priority objectives and parameters will have to be established so that the greatest weight of the 
current crisis is borne by those who have the potential to protect the most disadvantaged and 
at-risk population groups. 
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This effort towards solidarity must be accompanied by another priority: the protection of the 
environment. Its degradation is one of the contributing factors to the pandemic. This aim is an 
indispensable and fundamental element of the different vision of recovery and growth of the 
new European Union. 

 
These two reference values should guide the policies of all the other sectors: health, 
education, research, trade, agriculture, industry, and public works. 
Turning to the text of the Green Deal for Europe, we want to draw your attention to the 
absolute need to bring the soil into the elements of the ecosystem that have to be protected. 
 
To highlight the seriousness linked to the lack of soil conservation, just remember that in 
2015 the United Nations report on biodiversity indicated 40% of viral infections in the soil 
(https://www.cbd.int/health/SOK-biodiversity-en.pdf 	   page 134). 
 
Soil is not yet covered by a specific European directive and is increasingly at risk of 
degradation and loss. In its official documents the European Environment Agency reports 
catastrophic levels of soil loss, in its various forms. 
https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/dashboards/land-take-statistics  
https://www.eea.europa.eu/it/highlights/lo-stato-dell-ambiente-in-europa  
 
The United Nations underlined the need to "strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world 
by 2030" (Sustainable Development Goal n. 15.3). The acceleration in degradation is however 
such that at that date - relatively close to us - the threshold for possible recovery would 
already be exceeded. 
 
This is why we highlight the importance of including in all the documents under discussion in 
the Community Institutions the immediate obligation to halt the consumption of fertile 
soil. Such a direction would in no way lead to a halt to the construction sector.  
On the contrary, this perspective is the only one that can combine the safeguarding of further 
land consumption with the vast sectoral activity indispensable for recovering, improving 
energy, securing the immense existing stock of obsolete building, and continuing with the 
work of  modernizing and restructuring houses and other buildings in rural towns and villages 
so as to favour technological adaptation. 
 

Thanking you for the attention paid to our contribution, we look forward to your kind 
reply. 

Best regards, 
April 27, 2020 

Francesca Tescari - Mario Catizzone  
(Members of the Forum's Soil Europe working Group) 
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