
We must ally with our soils!

Group of the Progressive Aliance of

Socialists & Democrats
in the European Parliament

Gruppo Suolo Europa

Round table at the European Parliament

23 january 2019
Hosted by MEP Nicola Caputo (S&D) and MEP Marco Affronte (The Greens/EFA)





We must ally with our soils!

Round Table at the European Parliament
Hosted by 
MEP Nicola Caputo (S&D) and MEP Marco Affronte (The Greens/EFA)
23 January 2019

The introductory welcoming speech by MEP N.Caputo underlined the importance

of soil for life and the huge responsibility that the present generation has in front

of the future. He underlined the complex challenges that soil degradation and

soil loss are facing. 

He asked to move on and act together: builders, building unions, farmers,

architects, engineers, civil society, professionals and administrators. 

The work to do is to fill the legislative gap existing at the EU level and to

establish a common “soil strategy”. 

He suggested three key principles: 

1) preservation of soil functions within the context of sustainable use; 

2) prevention of threats to soil and mitigation of their effects; 

3) restoration of degraded soils to a level of functionality consistent at least with

the current use.

By 2030 we have to achieve a land degradation-neutral world: it is time to

actions and the efforts of all concerned actors must allow solving the impasse

created at EU level on soils. Sharing the terrific experiences of all participants

will allow a common assumption of responsibility and we must create the

conditions to reverse the current negative trends.

The video Let's Talk About Soil https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ND5Jl-jjmI

could be considered as a common statement to facilitate the comprehension

of the context to face up.    

The round table was conceived as a way to create conditions for all participants

to understand the reasons of each other. It is not possible in a multifaceted society

as the European Union to ask one actor to act solely, especially when we touch

a complex body like soil that affects all ecosystem services. 

Each round table participant belongs to a different category (research, civil

society, EU Institutions, unions, builders, national administration, private

manufacturing,..) that already have provided analysis, data, studies, reports. 

Some of them were also available in the meeting room (see list attached). 

What is missing are general choices able to invert the present critical EU

situation about soils. We have to meet obligations to concrete facilitation, the

multifunctional nature and competing demands on soil and land resources from

various actors need to be balanced with each other.



EMERGING ISSUES FROM THE ROUND TABLE

The first round

identified weakness in the approach to preserve soils

Soil has not to be seen in isolation but in the context of its multifunctionality
contribution to nature, health, food, climate, as has also been pointed out in
a recent EASAC study (see Annexe 2, Suggested Documents).

Soil is life, it has to be considered as integrated part of the land.

The problem of soils has 2 aspects : the quality of soil itself, 
and land occupation and sealing, in a  territorial approach.

Soil is a complex body not fully considered in its complexity.

Lack of education on soil functions. 

Research funds insufficient and "dispersed", need for more research 
supporting soil policies.

Soil policies in addition to pollution, contamination, loss of fertility has to deal 
with private property and its differences in the EU State Members.

Data and elements for a common legal framework.

Integration of basic soil measures in already existing EU policies 
(e.g. the Common Agricultural Policy, EU research agenda, etc.)

Lack of real political will, absence of soil thematic in the political debate.

Need of a holistic approach for all different political level.

Deficiency in the awareness of common people and involvement 
of different stakeholders for a common social dialogue.

Insufficient capitalization of good practices and identification 
of good benchmarks.

Non-recognition of the healthy soil importance as fundamental human rights.

Insufficient attention to the 2030 deadline for a land degradation-neutral
world.

Inadequate acknowledgement of the strong link between soil and food
production.



The second round 

asked for feelings and perceptions that the participants 

got listening the emerged "depressing" pictures

Needs for mobilising existing knowledge.

Preserve the use of fertile soils, often the most coveted 
for construction and concreting.

Reconsider the private property.

Increase agriculture education.

Strengthen communication using also fun media.

Need for a common clear legal framework.

Address local administrators: education, legislation, 
no penalisation for opposing new constructions in fertile areas.

Move to become an union of actors.

Stop open land mining.

Awareness of the economic interests.

Induce politicians to touch the soil reality.

Support biological agriculture. 

Differentiate economic activities that directly or indirectly
involve the soil. 

Build without losing soil and invest in maintenance
of existing constructions.

Invest on education and information.

Emerged opportunities

Public awareness, communication, education on soil use 
and its importance for life and human rights.

Political will: protect soil, support agriculture and food, 
need for a common legal framework.

Face up to private property.

Appreciation of the economic interests directly or indirectly 
linked to soils.



What should be done

Mobilise knowledge to support soil awareness and policies.

Capitalize the wealth of stakeholders' experience and knowledge.

Access to people to land planning processes.

Creation of a coherent legal framework at EU and national level.

Union of actors as tool for mobilizing the European Parliament 
and the European Commission to provide a legal framework.

Include soil and all other elements of nature (air, water, biological diversity,..) 
as integrated specific topics in all level of education from primary schools
to universities.

Awareness on more people = more food = more houses. It implies: 
food security based on soil health/quality and availability; 
access to land and to re-stablish a culture of agriculture; 
reconsider the urbanisation and the growth/shrinking of cities.

Integrated soil policies in holistic approach touching policies of other sectors.

Consider all ecosystem services provided by soils, integrating also economic
perspectives, linking land use planning to sustainable urban development,
including tools for monitoring and control.

Final Remarks

This exercise was generally considered fruitful and representative of a possible
dialogue between actors also with different interests, but aware of the
tremendous importance of soil for present and future generations.

Each of the participants has now the opportunity to use this experience in
her/his own activities. The dialogue is feasible if each actor is respected and
her/his needs listened. 

Many occasions are coming to valorise this approach starting from next EU
elections in May, continuing in the definition of future policies of the new EU
Commission, using it in the preparation of specific scientific meetings as
Eurosoil 2020, transferring into precise action inside the Horizon Europe
research programme and in the recommendation of the EESC categories.

The organisers of the roundtable invite participants to constitute the embryo
of the proposed soil union of actors. They could work informing and collaborating
in defining together options and opportunities to defend soil in the EU.

The final statement was a personal engagement by MEP to make soil thematic

as a priority in the works of next EU Parliament.
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SUGGESTED DOCUMENTS 
All documents are available upon request to suolo.europa@gmail.com 

Specific PowerPoint Presentation: We must ally with our soils!

Michele Munafò, ISPRA - Italian National Institute for Environmental Protection and Research

The Basque Declaration
http://www.sustainablecities.eu/fileadmin/repository/Basque_Declaration/Basque-Declaration-ENGLISH-WWW.pdf 

Building a social dialogue for sustainable construction

Final report of project titled “BROAD Building a Green Social Dialogue”
http://www.fondazionedivittorio.it/sites/default/files/content-attachment/BROAD%20-%20FINAL%20REPORT%20V.1.2.pdf 

EASAC - Opportunities for soil sustainability in Europe
https://easac.eu/publications/details/opportunities-for-soil-sustainability-in-europe/  

ECTP Conference 2018 report
http://www.ectp.org/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/ECTP/2018_Conference/ECTP_Conference_2018_report.pdf

Report on the implementation of the 7th Environment Action Programme (2017/2030(INI))

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A8-2018-0059+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN  

Save the landscape Forum - Rules to halt soil consumption and to reuse urbanized soils

http://www.salviamoilpaesaggio.it/blog/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ddl-soilconsumption_31-01-2018_lpfinal.pdf 

European Parliament resolution of 27 April 2017 on the state of play of farmland 

concentration in the EU: how to facilitate the access to land for farmers (2016/2141(INI))

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2017-0197+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN 

FIEC Manifesto for action - EU Term 2014-2019
https://www.cnc.es/archivos/FIEC%20Manifesto%202014%20FINAL.pdf  

FoodDrinkEurope - Industry working with farmers
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/priorities/detail/industry-working-with-farmers/  

Joint Declaration of MEPs and Mayors Meeting on Pesticide Free Towns

http://www.pesticide-free-towns.info/sites/pesticide-free-towns.info/files/field/attachment/joint_declaration_of_meps_and_ma-
yors_meeting_on_pesticide_free_towns.pdf  

Ministère Agriculture - Mise en œuvre nationale des politiques liées au 4 pour 1000

http://agriculture.gouv.fr/mise-en-oeuvre-nationale-des-politiques-liees-au-4-pour-1000  

Soil is brown gold in the Emilia-Romagna region, Italy (Malucelli, Certini, Scalenghe)

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b&q=Soil+is+brown+gold+in+the+Emilia-Romagna+region%2C+Italy+%28Malu-

celli%2C+Cellini%2C+Scalenghe%29  

European Commission – Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe (COM 2011 571 Fin)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0571:FIN:EN:PDF  

Barilla Center Food & Nutrition – Towards a Common Agri Food Policy 

https://www.barillacfn.com/m/publications/towards-a-common-agri-food-policy-june2018.pdf

Via Campesina & others – Preserving    and    managing    European    farmland    as    our   

common wealth: A CSO Call for a sustainable and fair EU governance of farmland

https://www.eurovia.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ep_petition_land_vf_24feb2015_en.pdf  

UN – SDGs: Goal 2 – Zero Hunger

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/  

UN - SDGs: Goal 15 – Life on Land

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/biodiversity/



Invited Institutions 
at the Round Table

European Parliament

European Economic and Social Committee

Via Campesina Europe

European State Forest Association

European Federation of Building and Woodworkers

European Federation of Food, 

Agriculture and Tourism Trade Unions 

Pesticide Action Network Europe

Local Governments for Sustainability / ICLEI Europe

European construction industry Federation / FIEC

Istituto Superiore per la Ricerca Ambientale / ISPRA

European Construction Technology Platform

Barilla Center for Food & Nutrition

Netherlands Institute of Ecology

European Commission 

(DG Environment, DG Agri, DG Research)

European Enviromental Bureau

European Farmers

European Agri-Cooperatives (COPA - COGECA)



Only as a result of a common assumption

of responsibility, soil will be protected by

reversing the current negative trend of an

uncontrolled use.


