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My dear friends,   
I want to inform you of the status of democracy in Slovakia, a democracy which I dreamed of after the 
change of the political system in  Czechoslovakia in the Velvet Revolution of November 1989, after 41 
years  of Communist rule. I was 33 years old and I wanted to contribute to democracy, prosperity and 
the protection of the environment, so that our people's descendants could have left to them, a natural 
heritage ensuring a sustainable life for our children's children. So along with my friends I founded a 
small grassroots organization called People and Water in 1993, which embarked on ambitious projects. 
The first was an alternative water policy for Slovakia called Water for the Third Millennium (1994), 
which was incorporated into the water frameworks directive language of the European Union in 2000. 
The implementation of this project would be able save Slovakia $700 million USD, but opposition from 
some Slovakian water mafians prevented implementation of the project.  
 
We were fully engaged as citizens to fight for alternatives to change governmental water policies that 
were destroying ecosystems and the welfare of the Slovakian people. The turning point came with the 
proposed construction of a large dam on Tichý Potok ("Silent Stream"); with our "Blue Alternative" 
proposal we presented a municipal plan to protect both water supply and ecosystems. Furthermore, our 
plans were more than ten times cheaper. By gaining public support, we were successful at preventing 
the construction of the Tichý Potok dam. 
 
The results of our endeavours grew over the next two decades and won us financial support. In 1998 we 
received in the presence of US President Bill Clinton, the EU-US Democracy and Civil Society Award, 
and in 1999 the Goldman Environmental Prize. We developed a number of projects which  helped 
disadvantaged communities as well as restoring watersheds (Villages  of the Third Millennium in 1997, 
Willagese and Democracy 1998,   the Charter of the Regions in 2002, Saving Kosice public forest in 
2004-2005,   the Water Forest in 2006, Water without Borders in 2008,   Košice Civic Protocol for 
Water, Vegetation and Climate change and Our Climate in 2009,   Global Action Plan for 
the Restoration of Natural Water Cycles and Climate in 2015). All of these projects have been innovative 
and to the benefit of Slovakia.  The largest project came about after historic floods in 2010, the 
government's Landscape Revitalization and Integrated River Basin Management Program of 2011. 
However, although the project appeared to be tolerated by the government, it was not appreciated or 
accepted by those governmental officials who stood to profit from the construction of large dams. 
 
And here begins the story, how these projects have been achieved at the expense of my family, time, 
and health, as well as having a dramatic effect on People and Water members. The mafioso harassed 
first my son, firing him from a position in a four year university in my city. Our son was finally able to 
save his livelihood by going to work in the Czech Republic. Then my wife was kicked out of the 
university before completing her PhD. In addition, a friend of mine, who was working with me to save 
the Košice forest from corrupt dealings, ended up in jail. Sadly, the mafia did this with the participation 
of environmentalists in Slovakia, resulting in an international scandal, so that the recipient of the 
Goldman environmental prize, Michal Kravčík (myself), appeared to be mixed  up in the dirty business 
of the Košice forest sale. 
 
In spite of this sad story, I did not complain but worked even more on what I thought needed to be done 
for our environment and the common people. But the growing influence of the mafia misappropriating 
funds in the State management structures in Slovakia has brought unprecedented corruption, 
undermining democracy and instigating fear among ordinary people, creating an atmosphere where 



citizens are worried about mere survival. The current government, immediately after coming to power 
in March 2012, ended the revitalization program of the country, which had employed 10,000 
disadvantaged people. Thus, the work of People and Water has been undermined, and efforts made to 
dispose of our organization entirely. 
 
In 2009, People and Water had signed a contract with the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the 
Slovak Republic on grant support, to craft a project for the poor people in the region of the proposed 
dam at Tichý Potok, using 108 thousand Euros from the European Social Fund. My subsequent departure 
from directing People and Water into the Office of the Slovak Republic to coordinate the Government's 
program for revitalization caused chaos in our organization, and thus hampered activity on the project. 
 
The Ministry has interfered so that we have not fulfilled the project, which was contrary to the Treaty 
unilaterally signed. Because we disagreed, the Ministry sued us, and through the corrupt courts People 
and Water has had to return to an implementation agency 40 thousand Euros (advance on the 
implementation of the project) from resources of the European Social Fund, and also 7 thousand Euros 
for the Ministry- hired  lawyers, 7 thousand Euros for an executor and 9% interest (14 thousand  euro); 
and for delay to a bailiff 7 thousand Euros. Another rarity is that we have to pay legal fees amounting 
to more than 8 thousand Euros. It is curious that under Slovak legislation, civil society organizations 
and foundations are supposedly exempt from court fees. 
Also for the last four years, institutions and local government of villages and cities in Slovakia have 
been excluded from several government projects funded by the EU and the Norwegian Financial 
Mechanism, only because they work together on projects in collaboration with Michal Kravčík and the 
People and Water NGO. 
 
The enforcement decision handed down says that if within 14 days, the above amounts are not paid, then 
People and Water property will be auctioned. People and Water does not have money in an account, and 
it has no projects currently, because People and Water has been excluded from state agency grant-funded 
proposals. The NGO People and Water has its own two properties with a financial worth of 
approximately 170 thousand Euros. One is in the region of the proposed Tichý Potok dam and the second 
in a house in Kosice, where the first floor is owned by People and Water and the second floor is owned 
by my family. Therefore this court suit is a threat not only to the our NGO, but also to my own family. 
Apparently, because of the fact, that I have decided to enter into politics, the mafians are working 
expeditiously to recruit candidates to uphold their agenda, instead of persons like myself who seek to 
address Slovakia's needs to remedy the deformed condition of the country, which has piled up here since 
the days of the Second World War     
 
People and Water has been recognized as a leader in the effort to realize the plan of the democracy in 
Slovakia, by gaining the support of the common people to restore their landscapes as well as provide 
meaningful work for citizens restoring their own villages. Now that leadership is being quashed by 
opposing forces who want to maintain the old regimes.  So this is a story, that ends with you, my friends. 
I had a great ambition to assist the country in which I live, where there are many excellent people who 
are troubled as I am by the influence of political distortions. There is an elegant solution to addressing 
climate change through the restoration of regional water cycles that has been pioneered in Slovakia. The 
question is how do we bring power back to the people who work the land, around the globe, for global 
restoration? 
 
Solution in this moment? In one week we need to raise € 60,000 and we will save properties of People 
and Water NGO  and in one year we will return money back for everyone from You after selling of 
People and Water properties. 
If You know about some journalists, which have interest to know how is working democracy in Slovakia 
inside EU, please send this e-mail. 



Many thanks. Sincerely,        January 30, 2016 
 

Michal Kravčík1     kravcik.michal@gmail.com,   

                                                           
1 Chairman of People and Water NGO (www.ludiaavoda.sk, www.waterparadigm.org) 
Goldman Environmental Prize awardee People and Water NGO,  
EU-US Democracy and Civil Society Award Kosice, Slovakia  


